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This week is National Child Protection Week and this year’s message is that ‘Every child in every communi-

ty needs a fair go’, complemented with the theme ‘Every conversation matters’. We have layers of protec-

tion for the young people in our community and opportunities are offered to give students a ‘fair go’. 

Teachers receive ongoing training in this area and develop strong, professional and supportive relation-

ships which aim to ensure a safe community for our young people to thrive. This week we held a special 

Morning Tea to celebrate ‘Teacher Assistant Appreciation Week’ and each one received a symbolic Angel. 

Teacher Assistants have an important role to play and are the ‘ANGELS’ that are often in the right place at 

the right time to add another safety net for those in our care.  St. Patrick’s is blessed to have its own Coun-

sellor, Mrs. Anita Katajamaki, who is presently at a Child Protection conference receiving up to date infor-

mation and training to serve our young people well. She is a listening ear and provides some great advice 

to parents with some helpful links provided below for your perusal. Our St. Patrick’s Child Safety Contacts 

include myself (Kim O’Shea-Hard), Jason Egan, Jo Driver, Tracey Cook, Anita Katajamaki and Claire O’Con-

nell from OSHC. Please always know we are here to field any concerns.  

This week saw the production of Madagascar. I saw it three times and have now lived through the ‘Move it! 

Move it!’ bell around 450 times, but felt it an absolute privilege to be in the presence of so many amazing 

young people. Young people who have been nurtured, encouraged and supported to reach their potential 

from amazing members of this community. At the culmination of the final night, I suggested that the most 

crucial thing we will ever do, collectively, as parents and educators is to harness the energy and enthusi-

asm of our young. We hear daily about the ‘Youth Crime Crisis’ but this performance reminds us that, 

whilst not always newsworthy, there are certainly a lot more students channelling their time and energy 

into producing something magical for their communities. This performance included 70 of our senior stu-

dents who dedicated hours to deliver an exceptional performance, with not a word forgotten. This rich 

learning opportunity would not be possible without generous staff, parents and friends from our communi-

ty. I would like to extend another heart-felt THANK YOU to Tracey Cook, Jed Morley, Kirsty McCulloch, Ame-

lia Morine, Rebecca Lovejoy, Sally French, Elke McCrystal, Sara Salmond, Freya Cook and Emily Cullinan 

who did the bulk of the lifting in the preparation of these talented students. We would also like to thank 

others who worked hard in the background including Ros McCaig, Carly Zandona, Brooke Bone, Jude 

French, Jo Driver, Jason Egan, Sean Killeen, Andrea Tindall, Kirsty Juster, Tiff Bretag, Sian Horsfield, as well 

as Dan McMahon for generously allowing us to utilise Shalom’s facilities and staff members Terry Plun-

kett , Murray Page and Greg Frampton.  

This was such a wonderful event to bring our community together to witness Teamwork and the 

Spreading of Green, at its finest. This has been a term full of opportunities for students to make mem-

ories and build relationships, starting with Challenge Cup, Eisteddfod, T20 Cricket, Reading on the 

Deck, Children’s Masses, Interschool Sports, Athletics, Year 5 Camp and so much more! We now pre-

pare to send forth our Year 6 classes to Hervey Bay and Fraser Island.  A busy period for all but im-

portant to make time to remember that ‘Every Conversation Matters’ this Child Protection Week. 

Thanks for being a significant part of our community and keep safe over the holiday period. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Catholic-Primary-School-Bundaberg-552393574890558/
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/


CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 

Congratulations to ESSIE MC and 

MATILDA K who have gained selec-

tion in the Wide Bay 10-12 years 

Field & Athletics team for their re-

spective events.   

Congratulations girls on your selec-

tion and we wish you all the best in 

your preparations for the Queens-

land championships in Brisbane next 

month.   

SPORTS NEWS—WIDE BAY SPORTS REPRESENTATIVES 

Conversations are powerful tools to keep children and young people safe and well.  

Conversations can help us understand issues, craft solutions, value community knowledge, and build the 

brains and social connections of children and young people.  

Conversations between  

…children and their caregivers matter (from the very earliest days)  

…children and their peers matter  

…families with teachers, doctors, and other professionals matter  

…friends or neighbours matter 

…decision-makers and the communities they serve matter.  
 

Here is a link to parent conversation tips when discussing cyber 

safety with your child.  

Strategies to help ensure your child is cyber safe - Safe4kids  

And here is a really great info sheet for parents about Cyber Safety 

AND a cyber agreement you can use with your child.    

KD116a Cyber Safety Cyber Agreement UPDATE August 2024 

(safe4kids.com.au)  

Here is a link to handy parent tips about conversations that have 

the power to prevent child sexual abuse.   

One Talk at a Time | National Office for Child Safety  

https://safe4kids.com.au/strategies-to-help-ensure-your-child-is-cyber-safe/
https://safe4kids.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Safe4Kids-Cyber-Safety-Agreement.pdf
https://safe4kids.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Safe4Kids-Cyber-Safety-Agreement.pdf
https://www.childsafety.gov.au/one-talk-time


SCHOOL MUSICAL MADAGASCAR 

Madagascar Jr; A Musical Adventure, what a show! 

We are simply amazed by our 2024 Musical. With a cast of 70 students, 8 dedicated staff members, 3 

teenage stage crew, 3 parent helpers, 400 costume pieces and glitter galore, our production was a 

mammoth task. The cast and crew spent every week since February planning, rehearsing, sewing, cre-

ating, building and painting. All of the hard work culminated with four sensational performances at 

Shalom's PAP, on Tuesday and Wednesday, in front of sell-out crowds. We are so proud of our stu-

dents and the quality of our production.  

We are also grateful that our fabulous staff who took on this year’s musical have been so generous 

and have shared the gifts and talents God has given each of them. Our students will remember their 

musical experience fondly for many years to come. Thank you to Jessica Cullinan, Amelia Morine, Elke 

McCrystal, Sally French, Rebecca Lovejoy, Jed Morley, Kirsty McCulloch, Tracey Cook, Freya Cook, Jude 

French and Emily Cullinan. A shout out to parents Kirsty Juster, Sian Horsfield and Tiff Bretag who 

were also wonderful – thank you! 

 Tracey Cook 



SCHOOL MUSICAL MADAGASCAR 



YEAR 5 CAMP 

With canoeing, orienteering, the low ropes course, rock climbing, games, raft building and the flying 

possum activity, team work was the theme during all the fun of Year 5 camp.    



DONATIONS WANTED FOR TECHNOLOGY LESSONS 



TERM FOUR PLANNER 

WEEK 1  Week 30th September - 4th October     

Monday First Day Term 4 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Mini Vinnies 

Friday Wide Bay Tennis Primary Schools Cup All Day Selected students 

WEEK 2 Week 7th October - 11th October     

Monday KING'S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Reef Guardians 

WEEK 3 Week 14th October - 18th October     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 5 & 1 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am 4M 

Thursday Bundaberg Primary Schools Netball TBA   

WEEK 4 Week 21st October - 25th October     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 6 & Prep 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am 3C 

Thursday Bundaberg Primary Schools Netball TBA   

Friday School Mass - Mission Month 9:00am Years 2-6 

WEEK 5 Week 28th October - 1st November     

Monday Prep Orientation Morning 9:00am-10:30am Prep 2025 

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 4 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am 3L 

Thursday Bundaberg Primary Schools Netball TBA   

WEEK 6 Week 4th November - 8th November     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 3 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8:40am 3T 

WEEK 7 Week 11th November - 15th November     

Monday Remembrance Day Memorial 9:00am 5M 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8:40am 2C 

WEEK 8 Week 18th November - 22nd November     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 2 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8:40am 2N 

Tuesday 
Cultural Night - Year 3, String and Choir Ensem-

bles 
TBA Music 

WEEK 9 Week 25th November - 29th November     

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8:40am 2L 

Friday Senior Swimming Carnival 9:00-11:00am Years 3 & 4   

    11:00-12:30pm Years 5 & 6 

WEEK 10 Week 2nd December - 6th December     

Monday Year 1 Nativity Assembly 9:00am Whole School 

Tuesday Year 6 Graduation 9:00am Whole School 

Wednesday Celebration Night 5:00-7:00pm Whole School 

Friday End of Year Liturgy 9:00am Whole School 

  Year 6 Farewell Assembly 11:00am Whole School 

  School Dismissed 12:00pm Whole School 

    

2025 TERM DATES  

TERM 1 Tuesday 28 January - Friday 4 April 

TERM 2 Tuesday 22 April - Friday 27 June 

TERM 3 Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September 

TERM 4 Tuesday 7 October - Friday 5 December 
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