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This week 2C reminded us of how 'blessed' we truly are to be part of this community. As a school, we have 
grown together in faith, formation, and purpose. Throughout the year, we have celebrated achievements, sup-
ported one another through challenges, and strengthened the bonds that make our community a place of wel-
come, mercy, and belonging. None of this is possible without the dedication of our staff, the trust of our families, 
and the enthusiasm of our young people, who fill our days with energy and joy. A great example of this unfolded 
at our annual Cultural Night on Thursday evening. The talent and growth witnessed through our students instru-
mental and choir pursuits was extremely impressive and entertaining. I took the opportunity to thank our won-
derful teachers and tutors in Kate Hardisty, Bernadette Connolly, Jed Morley, Bridget Perry and Christie Jacob-
sen. They are passionate in sharing their love of music and St. Patrick's are certainly blessed with the best. I am 
as equally grateful to the number of staff who joined us in bringing this night to life, especially Mrs. Cook who 
does an amazing job as the MC and our enthusiasm co-ordinator!   
 
As we prepare to farewell the year and enter a season of rest and renewal, I offer my heartfelt thanks to every 
member of our community. Last week, we held a special Board Dinner to farewell three long-standing members 
of our committee. Bree Watson, Brendon Croft, and Yesmin Dever will graduate with their children to Shalom 
next year. Each has given so generously of their time and wisdom over the years, and we will deeply miss their 
insight and steady presence. Our Board provides invaluable support and thoughtful advice, for which I am per-
sonally very grateful.  We will be inviting a couple of fresh faces to join us next year. If you would like to nomi-
nate a parent who is passionate about St Patrick’s, positive, professionally minded, confidential, and insightful, 
please forward your suggestion to the school office for the Board’s consideration in the new school year.  
 
Next week, we will also farewell our Year 6 students and those families whose youngest child is moving into their 
next chapter of life. You have all contributed light and shade to our story. May the light of Christ continue to 
guide your steps, and may the spirit of Catherine McAuley continue to inspire your life decisions.  
 
Mentioned in an earlier newsletter we are retaining the majority of our staff for 2026, only farewelling our CAP 
Teacher Assistants, who have recently graduated as Teachers and leave our nest to pursue their own teaching 
careers in the new year. Both ladies have been afforded wonderful mentors in the shape of Lucy Story, Andrea 
Tindall and Sally French over the past two years. We will miss Bianca and Jessie who have grown in to amazing 
educators. We will welcome Clare Ferris (Clarke) and Brooklyn Stone back to St. Patrick's next year. Both teach-
ers have already visited over the past few weeks, with one saying her return felt like 'a big warm hug'.  We are so 
fortunate to have such slight changes in our staffing for next year and I have a good feeling about 2026. Our final 
2026 Staff List can be found in this Newsletter. Report Cards will be e-mailed on Friday, 5th December along with 
Class Lists. There has been an extraordinary amount of time and effort poured into class lists and I'd like to con-
gratulate Jo Driver for overseeing this process. We are never going to be able to meet everybody's requests, but 
feel we have a solid plan which will now be locked down for the new school year.   
 
I pray that  the coming Christmas season brings all of our families peace, hope, and the gentle presence of God’s 
love. I look forward to welcoming you back in the new year as we continue to grow, serve, and shine together.  

Kim O’Shea-Hard 
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The Season of Advent: A Time of Hope and Preparation 
 
As we journey together through the season of Advent, we are reminded of the beauty and significance of this 
special time in our liturgical calendar. Advent, which begins four Sundays before Christmas, is a season of 
waiting, preparation, and joyful anticipation for the celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas. It is also a time 
for us to reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love that Jesus brings into our lives and our world. 
 
What is Advent? 
 
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming." During these weeks, we pre-
pare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus Christ. Each week of Advent has a special focus, symbol-
ised by the lighting of one candle on the Advent wreath:  
 
• Week 1: Hope—We reflect on the hope that Christ brings to the world. 
• Week 2: Peace—We pray for peace in our hearts, our families, and our world. 
• Week 3: Joy—Known as Gaudete Sunday, we rejoice in the joy of Christ’s coming. 
• Week 4: Love—We focus on the love of God, shown to us through the gift of His Son. 
 
How You Can Celebrate Advent at Home 
 
Advent is a wonderful opportunity for families to come together in prayer and reflection. Here are some sim-
ple ways you can celebrate this season at home: 
 
• Create an Advent wreath: Light a candle each Sunday and spend time reflecting on the week’s theme. 
• Practice acts of kindness: Encourage your children to perform acts of kindness for family members, 

neighbours, and friends. 
• Read scripture together: Share the story of Jesus’ birth from the Bible and discuss its meaning as a 

family 
• Engage in service: Find ways to give back to those in need, such as donating to a charity or helping a 

neighbour. 
• Pray together: Set aside time to pray as a family, giving thanks for the blessings in your lives and asking 

for God’s guidance during this season of waiting 
 
A Message of Hope 
 
Advent reminds us that even in times of darkness, there is 
always hope. The birth of Jesus brought light into the 
world, and we are called to share that light with others 
through our words and actions. As we prepare for Christ-
mas, let us open our hearts and reflect on how we can 
bring His love to those around us.  
 
May this Advent season be a time of peace, joy, and hope 
for your family. We look forward to celebrating the birth 
of Christ with our school community as we journey to-
ward Christmas together  

Tracey Cook 

 APRE 



STAFF LIST 2026 

Year 1 Zana Hook (Mon-Thu) 
Jed Morley (Fri) 

Christina Brimelow (Mon-Thur) 
Hannah Nasio (Fri) 

Brooklyn Stone 

Year 2 Andrea Wust Jessie Salmon Jessie Clarey 

Year 3 Jessica Cullinan Rachel Medley Andrea Tindall 

Year 4 Cathy Keegan Sally French Peggy Booth 

Year 5 Larisa Green Matt Plumb Sara Salmond (Mon-Thur) 
Gabby Lindeman (Fri) 

Year 6 Clare Ferris Rebecca-Lee Lovejoy Claire Baillie (Mon-Wed) 
Kat Harrington (Thur-Fri) 

Specialist 
Teachers 

Gabby Lindeman 
(Design and Digital 
Technologies) 

Taryn Gollshewsky 
(Physical Education) 

Jed Morley 
(Music) 

Instrumental 
Music 

Kate Hardisty Bernadette Connolly Bridget Perry 

Learning Sup-
port 

Leah Walton 
Bec Holden 

Administra-
tion 

Carly Zandona Estelle Pretorius Brooke Bone 

Support Staff Carissa Begeda, Ali Botha, Donna Delaney, Kiera Doherty, Macey Egan, Megan Evans, Dai-
sy Henden, Debra Hess, Deb Hughes, Dannii Jacobsen, Luke Jacobsen,  Anita Katajamaki, 
Carla Kellaway, Leanne Krebs, Marlou Malnegro, Barry McConnell, Elke McCrystal, Chris 
McMahon, Sonya McMillan, Jodie Philips, Lauren Smith, Taitum Staley, Kim Werchon, 
Ivan Williamson, Cristian Zandona, Renee Reeves, Reggae Fernandes. 

2026 CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT 

All families were emailed the ‘2026 Confirmation of Enrolment’ link 
on Tuesday 18th November, if you haven’t already, could you please 
complete the form by scanning the QR code or clicking on this 
link 2026 Confirmation of Enrolment. 

Please only complete this form once and if you have any issues in ac-
cessing the form or completing the form don’t hesitate to reach out 
to the finance officer, Brooke Bone. 

https://forms.office.com/r/Q8ZgyqmJSr?origin=lprLink


CATHOLIC EDUCATION RACE DAY 2026 

Catholic Education Race Day 2026  
 
The Bundaberg Catholic Schools Race Day, to be held on 
Saturday, 14th March, 2026 is an annual fundraising event 
held by St Joseph’s, St Mary’s, St Patrick’s Primary Schools 
and Shalom College. The Race Day is a very popular com-
munity event and funds raised from this year are presently 
going towards the purchase of new classroom furniture. 
We are seeking support with regards to Raffle Prize vouch-
ers and sponsors for our upcoming Catholic Schools Race 
Day. Your donation would contribute to our raffle and day 
being a huge success. As a raffle sponsor, your business 
name and donation would be displayed on A3 flyers in the 
marquees on Race Day. Your business would also be men-
tioned on the raffle prize list included in our Race Day Pro-
gram. While the raffle takes place your name will be an-
nounced by the MC as a raffle prize sponsor.   

We also have an opportunity for any interested business to sponsor a race ($1960) or to be a major 
sponsor ($1300). These sponsorships attract a lot of advertising and benefits including entry, table, 
drinks and eats on the day. If any of our St. Patrick's business owners are interested in these oppor-
tunities please send your name and contact details to spboffice@rok.catholic.edu.au.  
 
Thanks for your support and consideration. 
 
Kim O’Shea-Hard 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION 

In 2026, Catholic Education – Diocese of Rockhampton (CEDR) will implement Respectful Relationships Edu-
cation (RRE) for all students from Prep to Year 12, as mandated by Australian Education Ministers. Since 
2002, CEDR schools have delivered Personal and Social Development Education guidelines, and since 2015 
we have implemented a Child Safety Curriculum from Kindergarten to Year 12. RRE will replace these pro-
grams and continue our commitment to providing holistic, high-quality education for every student. The 
RRE curriculum is informed by the Australian Curriculum P–10 Health and Physical Education (HPE) Version 
9.0 (2022) and the Queensland Government’s RESPECT program (2022).  
 
To support its delivery, CEDR has 
developed curriculum docu-
ments, teaching and learning ma-
terials, and professional learning 
opportunities for staff. St. Pat-
rick's will receive Professional 
Development in January next 
year. Please follow the link for 
more information.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kFDikF7-6FsRDCjBNhZldw_aaQ3rwkMJ/view?usp=drive_link


LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS 



SOCIAL MEDIA AGE RESTRICTIONS 

Preparing for social media changes 
 
From 10 December 2025, some social media 
platforms must prevent Australians under 16 from 
creating or keeping accounts.   
eSafety has updated its guidance on which 
platforms are likely to be age-restricted. These in-
clude Facebook, Instagram, Kick, Reddit, Snapchat, 
Threads, TikTok, X, and YouTube.   

Platforms we consider do not currently meet the 
criteria for ‘age-restricted social media platform’ 
and are therefore not age-restricted include Dis-
cord, GitHub, Google Classroom, LEGO Play, Mes-
senger, Roblox, Steam, WhatsApp, and YouTube 
Kids.   

Technology changes quickly, so this list isn’t fixed. 
We’ll keep sharing updates on our website.   

To help young people, families and educators pre-
pare, eSafety has released a package of resources 
on a dedicated online hub and will run live webi-
nars to provide information and answer questions.  

Reminder: 
Please ensure you do not order Tuckshop for your child on days when their class is on an excursion. 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS—Week 9 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QpW5CL7E5kSJ2n75sJtnCyQ5YX?domain=esafety.cmail19.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/cYTdCMwG5liQY47Gf2uBC8ACl2?domain=esafety.cmail19.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/cOQcCNLJ5ms2pmz1UECyCyYVf7?domain=esafety.cmail19.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aCgJCOMK5ni6kmMoImFGCGt6hK?domain=esafety.cmail19.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aCgJCOMK5ni6kmMoImFGCGt6hK?domain=esafety.cmail19.com


TERM 4 VACATION CARE PROGRAM 

Book now for Term 4 Holidays. Phone 0417199586 or email spbg_oshc@rok.catholic.edu.au.    

mailto:spbg_oshc@rok.catholic.edu.au
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