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This week started with St Patrick’s Day. Whilst many wore their very 

best green, shamrock-drenched accessory, the focus was more firmly on 

the theme of leadership and how this was modelled through the lives of 

‘Saint Patrick’ and ‘Catherine McAualey’. Patrick was separated from his 

family in Wales and taken to Ireland for slavery. Catherine lost both par-

ents prematurely. Despite life’s disappointments both grew in their faith 

which created a hopeful outlook on life, not just for themselves, but for 

those around them. Their stories are extraordinary when we consider 

how their faith spread all the way from Ireland to plant seeds of hope in 

the hearts of our very own St Patrick’s Catholic school community. 

Fr. Don delivered a thoughtful homily around this topic and one of the readings resonated with me from Prophet 

Jeremiah “Before I gave you life, and before you were born, I chose you to be a prophet to the nations”. It made me 

wonder whether some disappointments and setbacks in life are strategically thrown in our path to prepare us for 

our destined life purpose, as we often see success born from hurdles and challenging beginnings. 

On Wednesday we had our Diocesan leaders visit St Patrick’s. Director Michael McCusker, Bishop Michael, Ste-

phen Dale and Fr. Sijo happily engaged in a Q & A session run by Year 6 students and attended by Year 5. The ques-

tions were scripted by the Mini Vinnies team. All Year 6 students have been badged leaders, but some students 

engage in an extra layer of service in roles of House Captains, Mini Vinnies and Reef Guardians. These were an-

nounced and presented at the culmination of our St Patrick’s Day Liturgy. This week we have already engaged Stu-

dent Leaders in some discussion around how to assist this community to realise a positive 2025 experience. I also 

acknowledge the fact that some amazing young men and women might be disappointed from the experience of 

missing out. At my stage in life, I have come to realise that it is the disappointments experienced in life that some-

times sharpen our character and make us stronger. However, with the benefit of hindsight these now seem insig-

nificant but just as important as the successes and wins they endured along the way. It is the juxtaposition of life. 

My mother would always say ‘things happen for a reason’ and maybe she was right, but when you are young it is 

much harder to accept. During this Q & A session I asked, despite being successful leaders, if the Bishop and Direc-

tor had ever experienced disappointment which made them stronger. Mr McCusker shared some insight on miss-

ing out on sporting teams, but then shared a very good story from which he could draw motivation. He spoke of 

Aerospace Engineer Clayton Anderson. He was rejected from NASA 15 times before his perseverance eventually 

paid off, taking him all the way to the moon and back. I thought this an excellent story for our young men and 

women in the audience to hear, as we pray they will always retain a sense of ‘hope’ and ‘faith’ throughout the 

twists and turns life unapologetically promises to make them take. Congratulations to all Year 6  Leaders, pictured 

further in the newsletter , we can’t wait to see the impact you will make on this community. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Catholic-Primary-School-Bundaberg-552393574890558/
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/


RELIGION NEWS 

 

St Patrick’s Day 
Monday was our feast day – St Patrick’s Day where we celebrated our 
patron saint. Patrick was born in Roman Britain in the 4th century and 
was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He es-
caped slavery and returned to convert the Irish to Christianity. By the 
time of his death on March 17 461CE he had established many church-
es and schools. Most famously Patrick used the shamrock to explain 
the Holy Trinity to the people he preached to.  
 
Our students had a wonderful day starting with our Liturgy, followed 
by presenting our Year 6 Leadership Teams and then had fun trying to 
complete a challenge set by our resident leprechaun. Thank you to the 
many parents who were present to help us celebrate.  

Mini Fair 
This term during Lent, we have been learning about 
those less fortunate than ourselves through the stories of 
Project Compassion. As in previous years we will hold our 
annual Mini Fair as the major school fundraiser for Pro-
ject Compassion. The aim of the Mini Fair is to have our 
children be involved in the planning and management of 
an event in which their ideas can help out others. The 
Mini Fair will be held on the last day of school this term 
(April 4th at 11.00am). You will have received infor-
mation letters about the fair from class teachers. You are 
most welcome to attend the Fair with your children and 
they are permitted to go home with you at the conclu-
sion of the fair. 

Please note that prizes and some items sold at the Mini Fair,  including cupcakes may contain nut traces, egg, 
cow’s milk, dairy and gluten.  

Third Week of Lent (Week beginning Monday 24 March) 
Lam is 27 years old from a small village in rural Vietnam who faced significant challenges due to his short stat-
ure. Growing up, Lam often felt isolated due to limited job opportunities and difficulty moving around his com-
munity. While his friends started jobs after high school, Lam stayed home with his parents, unsure if he could 
ever achieve his dream of becoming a graphic designer. 

Everything changed when Lam joined the I-SHINE program, supported by Caritas Australia. Through this initia-
tive, Lam completed a six-month course developing his graphic design skills. Along the way, he built confidence, 
made friends and gained a sense of connection. 

Today, Lam runs a successful freelance graphic design business from 
home, serving clients worldwide and earning a steady income. Lam hopes 
his storywill encourage other young people with disabilities to overcome 
obstacles and pursue their dreams. 

Lam’s journey shows how your support of Project Compassion empowers 
individuals to break barriers and transform their lives.  

Watch Lam’s story here  

Will you walk alongside people like Lam this Lent? 

Tracey Cook 

 APRE 
 Photo credit: Caritas Australia   

https://vimeo.com/1034876427/3cef90cdb9?share=copy


VISIT FROM BISHOP MICHAEL McCARTNEY AND DIRECTOR MICHAEL McCUSKER 

On Wednesday, St Patrick’s was blessed to have Bishop Michael and our Diocesan Director Mr Michael McCuster 
take some time out of their busy schedules to be with us. They toured the school and answered some  hard-
hitting questions posed by our students about their faith journey, the Jubilee Year of Hope, stewardship of crea-
tion and social justice. We hope they both enjoyed their time at our school as much as we enjoyed hosting them. 
We are looking forward to their next visit. 



STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAMS 

On St Patrick's Day, we acknowledged our student leadership teams; House Captains, Reef Guardians and Mini 
Vinnies leaders. These students demonstrate servant leadership, by giving their time, energy and talents for the 
greater good. They work quietly behind the scenes fundraising, supporting and raising awareness within our 
school community. Congratulations to all of these dedicated young leaders.  

Coolock House Captains 
Camden C, Jackson O, Essie M & Stephanie D 

MacKillop House Captains  
Theo S, Anderson K, Laynee M & Natalia A 

Xavier House Captains  
Daniella H, Ivy L, Parker H & Kobi H  

McAuley House Captains  
Oliver B, Caelan D, Giorgi P & Florence B  

House Captains 



STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAMS 

Mini Vinnies Executive 
Ariana E (President) 
Addison P (Vice President) 
Amelia N (Secretary) 
Sophia L (Treasurer)  

Mini Vinnies Communication Team 
Paige F 
Emanuel M 
Charlotte H 
Laynee M 
Cailee B 
Alexi J 
Hailee A 
Kimberley C 
Madeline M 
Amelia H 
Hyeyong J 
Oliver B 
Florence B 

Mini Vinnies Marketing Team  
Sonia S 
Indiana P 
Leilani H 
Taylisha B 
Kenzie S 
Natalia A 

Mini Vinnies Pastoral Care Team  
Tori W 
Beren T 
Aria W 
Olivia T 
Elliet H 
Elizabeth B 
Maliah L 
Eloise C 
Georgia C 
Kael K 
Stephanie D 
Essie M 
Daniella H 

Mini Vinnies 

Mason G 
Zoe P 
Ida N 
Gracie C 
Kate G 
Lily T 
Indiana M 
Amelia J 
Connor B 
Jax S 
Leonard L 
Elsie L 
Thomas H 
Theo S 
Ivy L 
Caelan D 
Giorgi P 
Leaonard L 

Reef Guardians 



SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY—REMINDER 

Reminder to go via the Parent Orbit and nominate 
which event your child will compete in at the Cross 
Country Carnival next Term. 
 
Options are as follows (only choose ONE event within 
the year your child is born): 
 
3km - Born 2014 & 2013  
2km - Born 2015 
1km - Born 2016 & 2017  
1km Fun  Run - Born 2013, 2014, 2015 
 
Students will be transported to and from Shalom  Col-
lege. Buses will depart St Patrick’s Catholic Primary 
School  at 8:40am sharp. Age Champions (10—12 years) 
and overall Champion House will be presented at Sha-
lom after the event. 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 

The last sausage sizzle for this term will be Friday 28th 
March. The Tuckshop will also be offering Zooper 
Doopers on this day. 

It will be the same process of $2 for a sausage at 
Lunch and $2 for a Zooper Dooper at Afternoon Tea. 
All payments are to be made to the Classroom Teach-
er by not later than 9:00 AM. 

TERM 2 FRIDAY AFTERNOON SPORT 

Children in Year 5 and 

6  selected their Friday 

afternoon sport option 

for Term 2. Please discuss 

your child’s selection 

with them. If you have 

any concerns, feel free to 

contact the school. 

Dates, times, location and 

equipment details for 

your child’s chosen sport 

will be sent to parents 

later next week.   

Due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, the Tuck-
shop will be shut on 
Monday, 24 March, and 
will re-open on Tuesday 

       25 March. 

We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. 



 

VACATION CARE NEWS 

Easter Vacation Care – Book Now! 

Vacation Care will be available during the Easter Holidays at OSHC! Bookings are essen-
tial and can be made via the Xplor parent app. Please note that some excursion days 
have limited vacancies due to bus capacity. The full program, permission forms, and 
additional details will be shared via a communications post on Xplor. Paper copies are 
also available from the OSHC room/junior library.  

New families need to register and can find the enrolment form at St Patrick’s After School Care, while existing families who 
haven’t attended in a while should contact the service for a re-enrolment form. The daily fee is $63, with some activities at an 
additional surcharge (see vacation program for further details). All fees exclude any government subsidies. St Patrick's OHSC is 
an approved child care service and Child Care Benefit and the Child Care Rebate are available.  

https://prodadmin.myxplor.com/enrollment_v2/centre/z0VXvjOyVKSOl4CJPqc7kw


SPORTS NEWS 

Sacramental  

Families  

for 2022 

 

Please click on the Facebook 
icon below to join the Parish’s 

private Facebook Group for 
up to-date information posted 

regarding the Sacramental 
program. 

 

 

 

BUNDABERG DISTRICT U12 SCHOOL SPORTS TRIALS—2025 

Trial information will be advised in the school’s newsletter each week detailing trial information for upcoming indi-
vidual and team events.   

Gaining selection in a Bundaberg District Team is the first step on the pathway to representing Wide Bay and 
Queensland.  To represent Bundaberg District, students must be born 2013, 2014 & 2015 (only exceptional 10 year 
old students will be given permission to trial in team sports).  The majority of team sport trials occur in February 
and March. 

Please be aware of the following points: 

·  Team sports are selected in an U12 category and it is very unlikely that a 10 year old student would be selected, 
with the exception of Rugby League.  Rugby League selects students in U10, U11 and U12 categories due to the 
contact nature of the sport.  

·  Bundaberg District trials are not ‘have a go’ trials.  St Patrick’s has a responsibility for sending students who we 
feel display high ability in the chosen sport and a high level of behaviour. 

·  Students wishing to trial must have a consent form issued by the school with authorisation from Mr Plumb, Ms 
Gollshewsky or Mr Egan.  Students will not be able to participate in the trials without a Bundaberg District Pri-
mary Schools nomination form. 

·  Cross Country and Athletics nominations will be made by the school after our school carnivals.  Swimming & 
Aquathlon are the exceptions – Wide Bay School Sport are responsible for the selection of these teams. 

BDSS Sport Age Group Date Venue Time 

Squash 
Girls & 
Boys 

2013, 2014 & 2015 Monday 24 March 
Bundaberg Squash 
Courts—1 John Street 

4:00 to 
5:00pm 

Hockey 
Girls & 
Boys 

2013, 2014 & 2015 
Monday 24 March 
Monday 31 March 

Hinkler Park, Thornhill 
Street 

4:00 to 
5:00pm 

Rugby League 
Girls & 
Boys 

2013, 2014 & 2015 (Age 
appropriate girls of repre-
sentative standard) 

Monday 24 March 
Monday 31 March 

Waves Sporting     Com-
plex (Thabeban Road) 

3:30 to 
5:30pm 

Soccer Girls 2013, 2014 & 2015 Monday 24 March Shalom College 
4:00 to 
5:30pm 

School Sports Representatives 

Congratulations to Lily and Giorgi on their selection in the Bundaberg Schools Touch Football team, 

and Madeline, Amira, Laynee and Jackson on being selected in the Bundaberg Schools Netball team. 

Lily P & Giorgi P Jackson O, Madeline M, 

Laynee M & Amira D 
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TERM ONE PLANNER 

WEEK 1  Week 27th January-31st January     

Monday AUSTRALIA DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 
Mrs Cook & 

Friends 

WEEK 2 Week 3rd February-7th February      

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5P 

Friday  Opening School Mass 9.00am Years 3-6 

WEEK 3 Week 10th February—14th February     

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5S 

Friday  Year 6 Leadership Induction 9.00am Whole School 

WEEK 4 Week 17th February—21st February     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 6 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6M 

Friday  PUPIL FREE DAY  

WEEK 5 Week 24th February—28th February     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 1 & 5 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6A 

WEEK 6 Week 3rd March—7th March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 3 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6S 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 8:40am Whole School 

Thursday St Patrick’s Dance Night 5:00pm for 5:30pm start Whole School 

WEEK 7 Week 10th March—14th March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 4  

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 2N 

WEEK 8 Week 17th March—21st March     

Monday 
St Patrick's Day Liturgy 
Year 6 Leaders Announced (during Liturgy) 

9.30am Whole School 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 2C 

WEEK 9 Week 24th March—28th March     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 2 & 4 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 2W 

WEEK 10 Week 31st March—4th April     

Tuesday Palm Sunday 8:40am 4M & 4K 

Wednesday Last Supper 8.40am 4F 

Thursday Good Friday 8.40am 5S 

Friday  Easter Prayer 9:00am Year 6 & Prep 

  
Easter Hat Parade 10:00am Prep to Year 3 

Mini Fair 11:00am Whole School 

    

2025 SPORT DATES 

 28 April Cross Country Years 3 to 6 Shalom College 

 2 May Junior Obstacle Course Prep to Year 2 St Patrick’s 

 20 June Senior Athletics Day Students born 2016, 2015, 2014 & 2013 Shalom College 

 27 June Junior Athletics Day Students born 2020, 2019, 2018 & 2017 St Patrick’s 

21 November Swimming Carnival Years 3 to 6 Bundaberg  

    

2025 TERM DATES  

TERM 1 Monday 28 January - Friday 4 April 

TERM 2 Tuesday 22 April - Friday 27 June 

TERM 3 Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September 

TERM 4 Tuesday 7 October - Friday 5 December 


