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Kim O’Shea-Hard 

Many years ago, I collected the following reflection written by Anthony de Mello.  

A woman dreamt she walked into a brand-new shop in the marketplace and, to her surprise, found God behind the 

counter.   

‘What do you sell here?’ she asked   

‘Everything your heart desires,’ said God.  

Hardly daring to believe what she was hearing, the woman decided to ask for the best things a human being could wish for.   

‘I want peace of mind and love and happiness and wisdom and freedom from fear,’ she said. Then, as an afterthought, she added, ‘Not 

just for me. For everyone on earth.’  

God smiled. ‘I think you’ve got me wrong, my dear,’ he said. ‘We don’t sell fruits here. Only seeds.’  
 

At this time of year, we certainly do start to see the fruits of our labour. This is especially true of the Year 6 students. I 

love hearing stories from proud, doting teachers of students who have ‘grown’ and ‘blossomed’ from sometimes shy 

or awkward little people into confident leaders of our school. Growth spurts are different for all and sometimes hard 

to measure and this will ideally continue into High School and beyond, but we certainly feel privileged to have been 

afforded the opportunity to be part of our Year 6 student’s life journey.   

On our last day of term, Friday 6th December from 9:00am we will hold our End of Year Liturgy. Students will then 

return to their class for a small snack and activities. The day will then end with a Year 6 Assembly from 11:00am-

11:45am, which will involve the whole school in the multi-purpose area. At the conclusion of the assembly, all stu-

dents will return to their classes for roll marking prior to being dismissed at 12:00pm. There will be no formal classes 

from 12:00-3:00pm. Parents are free and encouraged to collect their children at this time. From 12:00pm, teachers 

will be on gate duties at both Powers and Mulgrave Streets and our pick-up zones will begin operation. Any student 

walking or riding home must have a note from their parents.  

We understand there may be circumstances where early pick-up may not be possible, and we ask for families to use 

this Google link to register their children for care from 12:00-3:00pm. This will occur from the OSHC space under the 

supervision of Claire O’Connell, Kim O’Shea-Hard and/or other members of staff, for those registered. We will have to 

close the link and finalise numbers on Monday 25th November, to ensure we have enough care in place. At 3:00pm 

the only pick-up zone in operation will be the Mulgrave St. carpark. The Powers Street gate will be locked and George 

Street only open for those requiring bus transport. There will be no Sausage Sizzle on the last day of school and nor-

mal sports/Year 6 leadership uniform must be worn by all students.  If your child is absent for the last day, please 

email the absentee inbox spb_absentees@rok.catholic.edu.au or lodge via the Parent Orbit App. OSHC will operate 

from 3:00pm as per normal.   Thanks so much for your communication and co-operation for what we hope to be a 

special and smooth end to what has been a wonderful school year.  

Catherine McAuley once penned how ‘A good beginning is of 

great importance’ so it certainly warms my heart to see 

seeds planted and nurtured in the simple daily rituals we 

encounter in this community. One very humble, yet effective 

strategy we have adopted this year is to employ Mrs. Deb 

Hess to start early to provide a safe space and a nice morn-

ing experience of ‘Reading on the Deck’. Each morning boys 

and girls huddle around Ms. Deb to hear her read a story. 

This week I noticed that this little seedling had sprouted into 

a reading fest where young students were taking the experi-

ence a step further, reading to each other. We very much 

look forward to celebrating the culmination of Primary School 

for our Year Six Students over the coming weeks.   

https://forms.gle/T5HoPXAsH3ndhqqv6
mailto:spb_absentees@rok.catholic.edu.au


APRE NEWS 

MINI VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
 

Every year the St Patrick’s school community, led by our Mini Vinnies Team, donates items to assist those less 

fortunate at Christmas. St Vincent de Paul collects these donations from us and distributes them to families in 

need.  We are asking each year level to donate specific items for our Christmas Appeal. By each year level do-

nating something different we will be able to make Christmas hampers for local families in need.  Donations can 

be placed in the labelled baskets outside classrooms. 

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT—PEACE 

This week we reflect on the second Sunday of 

Advent and its theme; Peace. 
 

The second Sunday of Advent this year will be 

Sunday, December 8th. Remembering, there is 

comfort to be found when we pause to read, 

pray, and reflect during Advent... a time when 

Catholics, as believers, eagerly anticipate the 

celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 

During this second week of Advent, we pause to 

remember who God is and what He has done 

for us. When our lives are hurried, we only have 

the chance to focus on our to-do lists.  

Making space in our schedules for prayer and meditation helps us to better see God at work in our lives and in 

our world. As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Jesus’ arrival as a gift to all humanity, you may want 

to keep these words from Pope Francis this in your mind: 

‘Let us continue to pray for peace without losing heart, to knock with a humble and insistent spirit at the ever-

open door of God’s heart and at the doors of humankind.’ 



CULTURAL NIGHT 

ST PATRICK’S ANNUAL CULTURAL NIGHT 
Tuesday 19th November 2024 at 5:30pm  

Shalom Performing Arts Precinct  
 

 
 

STUDENTS TO ARRIVE BY 5:00pm for a 5:30pm START 
 

Students performing at the 2024 Cultural Night include Year 3 students, Junior and Senior Choir and Junior and 

Senior Strings.  All students will be required to wear the following uniforms for performances: 
 

 

Following their performance, children will sit together in the Performing Arts block, under teacher supervision to 

watch other performances. At the conclusion of the evening all performing students will receive a small goodie 

bag from their tutors and be released to parents in the foyer of the PAP.  
 

All performing students will travel by bus to Shalom from 11:30am onwards on Tuesday 19th November for a 

rehearsal on stage at the Performing Arts Precinct. Students will return to school by approximately 2:00pm. If 

your child is required to catch a bus at 2:45pm please inform the office or make alternative pick-up arrange-

ments on that day in the event that the returning buses are delayed.    

 

LIMITED TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE via the Trybooking website  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/CWTIF 

$5 per ticket 
No tickets will be sold at the school office. 

Performing students will not require a ticket. 
  

Group Performance uniform 

Year 3 

Year 3 Strings performance uniform 

• White dress shirt – long sleeve button up with collar 

• Long black dress pants 

• Black socks and school shoes 

Junior Choir 

• Prep: School uniform 

• Years 1-2:  Formal school uniform 

• Year 3: Strings performance uniform (see above) 

Senior Choir 

Junior Strings 

Senior Strings 

Performance Uniform 

• Black shirt – long sleeve button up with collar 

• Long black dress pants 

• Black socks and school shoes 

• Year 3 students in Junior Strings will wear Year 3 Strings performance uniform 

https://www.trybooking.com/CWTIF


CELEBRATION NIGHT 

Our annual Celebration Night is our last social event of the year to showcase our students perform Christmas Carols to 

their families.  To ensure the event is weatherproof, we will hold the event in the MPS and due to limited space, it will 

be run over two sessions as follows. 

Session 1 - Prep, Year 1 & Year 2  Arrive at 5:00pm for a 5:15pm start.  Concludes at approximately 5:45pm. 

Session 2 – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6  Arrive at 6:00pm for a 6:15pm start.  Concludes at 7:00pm.  We ask that you 

      do not arrive before 6:00pm to allow students and parents of Prep – Year 2 to 

      depart the school. 

Please bring a folding chair for adults and siblings.  Students will sit with their cohort at the front of the stage ar-

ea.  Parents and siblings will sit behind the seated students. Parents attending both sessions are welcome to bring din-

ner, however, please keep in mind we have limited space in the multi.   

All students are to wear Christmas colours, unless classroom teachers have specified otherwise. 

Parents should be aware that school staff are not supervising students during this evening. All students attending 

should be accompanied by an adult who is responsible for their supervision, and this includes high school age children. 

 

WHOOPING COUGH NOTIFICATION 

This is to advise we have been notified of a diagnosed 

Whooping Cough case (Pertussis) within our upper school. 
 

Please refer to the attached image for more information on 

Whooping Cough, noting that Pertussis is contagious until 5 

days of appropriate antibiotic treatment has been complet-

ed, or until 21 days after the onset of a cough.  

Infants under 6 months of age and pregnant women are of 

particular high risk and should see their GP if they have had 

contact with a Pertussis case.  

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/condition/infections-and-parasites/bacterial-infections/whooping-cough-pertussis
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/condition/infections-and-parasites/bacterial-infections/whooping-cough-pertussis


SPORTS NEWS—SENIOR SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The Senior School Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 29 November at the Bundaberg Swim Academy. 

The format for the carnival will be as follows: 

Years 3 & 4:  9:00am – 11:00am  

Years 5 & 6:  11:00am – 1:00pm 

Presentations:  2:00pm at School (Overall Points and Age Championships for students born 2012-2014) 

 

All students are encouraged to nominate for an A/B/C division race in Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke 

events.  Students must nominate in at least one event.  Novelty events will be included in the program.  The 

carnival will involve all students and the aim is to make the day enjoyable for all students with an emphasis on 

maximum participation. 

‘A’ DIVISION RACES (Age Champion Event) – 50m event in Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke.  Students 

nominating for 50m events need to be able to swim correctly and confidently the entire 50m.  Please note that 

all children born 2016 are not eligible to enter A Division races and must nominate for either B or C Division 

only. 

‘B’ DIVISION RACES – 25m event in Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke.  Students nominating for 25m 

events will be starting in the pool and swim correctly and confidently the entire 25m. 

‘C’ DIVISION RACES – 12m event in Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke.  Students nominating for 12m 

events will be starting in the pool and swim with or without the assistance of a kickboard to a half-way rope. 

Children will travel by bus to the Bundaberg Swim Academy with their class teacher who will supervise students 

in travel and throughout the carnival. Students may wear their school sports uniform and House coloured shirt 

to school on this day. Year 3 & 4 students are required to wear their swimming togs under their uniform upon 

arrival to school. Year 5 & 6 students can elect to do the same, or alternatively change into their swimming 

gear, sun-shirt and thongs/sandals prior to leaving the school grounds.  Underwear, uniform, shoes and socks 

will remain at school and children will change into their uniforms upon returning to school after the carnival.  

Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly named. 

All students are required to wear a sun-shirt as this meets with sun-safety regulations. The school will provide 

sunscreen for students.  The only items that students will take with them to the pool are goggles, towel/s, water 

bottle and a bag to carry their belongings. Lunch and afternoon tea will be at normal times at school with the 

Year 5 & 6 students eating before leaving the school. 



ST VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE GROUP 

“Have a spare 1 to 2 hours a week and want to make a 

difference in your community? You're invited to join our 

Support Centre and Conference/Group.  How your pas-

sion and skills can help make a difference:  

  

• Interviewing people in need, listening to their sto-

ries, giving them assistance etc.  

• Answering phones, booking appointments, updat-

ing the database etc.   

• Using computer skills 

 

Enhancing and sharing your faith journey with other like

-minded people.  

 

Meetings are held monthly, 12:30pm. (Not necessary 

to join). Training provided, police check required, no 

experience necessary.  Family Support is open: Mon-

days, Tuesdays and Thursdays (9am to 

11:30am) There are other skills required not listed, 

why not enquire now?  EMAIL: bunda-

berg.office@svdpqld.org.au Phone: 4339 3751 Forms: 

https://forms.office.com/r/MHsttcDpq8” 

IMPORTANT END OF YEAR EVENTS 

DATE EVENT TIME VENUE 

Tuesday 19th November Cultural Night 5:30pm Shalom PAP 

Friday 29th November Senior Swimming Carnival  Bundaberg Swim Academy 

Monday 2nd December Year 1 Nativity Play 9:00am MPS 

Year 6 Graduation 9:00am MPS Tuesday 3rd December  

End of Year Excursion—Year 6 10:45am—12:30pm Norville Pool 

End of Year Excursion—Year 3 11:30am—2:00pm Reading Cinemas 

Wednesday 4th December  End of Year Excursion—Prep & Year 1 8:45am—11:15am Shalom Movies 

End of Year Excursion—Year 2 9:00am—11:15am Inflatable World 

End of Year Excursion—Year 4 11:00am—1:30pm Shalom Movies 

Celebration Night 5:00pm—7:00pm MPS 

Thursday 5th December End of Year Excursion—Year 5 9:00am—12:00pm Bundy Bowl 

Friday 6th December  End of Year Liturgy 9:00am MPS 

Year 6 Farewell Assembly 11:00am MPS 

School Dismissed 12:00pm More information to come 

mailto:bundaberg.office@svdpqld.org.au
mailto:bundaberg.office@svdpqld.org.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/S09-CK1D5jixxXnntMfWF5EqDu?domain=forms.office.com
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