
Last Friday, we had a delightful surprise visit from the Director of Catholic
Education, Mr Michael McCusker. Mr McCusker personally delivered Catholic
Education erasers to our Year 2W class as a heartfelt thank you for their
thoughtful message wishing him a Happy Catholic Education Week.
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During his visit, he shared the significance of
the erasers, explaining that they symbolise an
important lesson for all learners. Just as we use
an eraser to correct mistakes, we can learn from
our errors, grow in understanding, and become
stronger through the experience. This is a
valuable reminder for our students, particularly
in Year 2, as they continue to develop resilience
and confidence in their learning.

Over the weekend, we celebrated a significant milestone in the history of
Catholic education in our Diocese, marking 150 years since St Joseph's became
the first school established in the Rockhampton Catholic Diocese. Bishop
Daniel Meagher presided over a beautiful Mass on Saturday, reflecting on the
rich heritage that began in 1876 when Mary MacKillop and the Josephite Sisters
dedicated themselves to spreading the Good News while providing quality
education and pastoral care for Queensland children.

Mary MacKillop's unwavering courage, particularly her determination to ensure
rural children had access to a Catholic education, continues to inspire us today.
Despite facing significant challenges, including periods of excommunication,
she remained steadfast in her faith and mission. Reflecting on her life prompts
us to consider the wisdom she gained through adversity and the advice she
might offer us if we had the opportunity to sit and share a cup of tea with her.



As we look to the future, may we continue to draw inspiration from those who came
before us, learning from our experiences and ensuring that every student at St Patrick's
feels supported, valued, and encouraged throughout their educational journey.

This week, Year 6L led Courtyard Prayer for the final time. Their message beautifully
reinforced this theme, challenging our community to walk in solidarity with one another,
to show respect, and to work for the common good. We are certainly approaching the
pointy end of our Year 6 students' primary school journey as camp season quickly
approaches.

In Week 8, our Year 5 students will travel to Chaverim, while Year 6 will head to K'gari
(Fraser Island) in Week 10 to enjoy whale watching and explore the beauty of Hervey Bay.
Another exciting opportunity on the horizon is Frozen: The Musical, which has been
enthusiastically embraced by many of our Year 5 and 6 students. Be sure to save the date
for either Wednesday 9th September or Thursday 10  September 2026. Tickets go on sale
on Monday and are expected to sell out quickly, so be sure to secure yours early. You will
not be disappointed!

th

Finally, congratulations to our Athletics Team on their outstanding efforts at this week's
Interschool Carnival. A special congratulations goes to our Senior Girls, who secured the
Overall Championship Trophy for the third consecutive year. What an extraordinary
achievement. Well done, girls!
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As we reflect on our school's heritage, we recognise that we stand on the shoulders of
giants. It was wonderful to see several Josephite Sisters present at Saturday's celebrations
and to hear stories of the resilience, sacrifice, and dedication that laid the foundations for
the thriving educational communities we enjoy today. Bishop Daniel reminded us that
our communities were born from Mary MacKillop's deep faith and trust in God's plan. His
reflection brought to mind the words of Jeremiah 29:11:

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."



On 15 August, we celebrate a special feast day called the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The word assumption means “being taken up”. The Church teaches that when Mary’s
life on earth was finished, God took her into heaven body and soul. That means Mary is with
God in heaven in a complete way, not just in spirit.

Why does this matter for us at school? Because the Assumption is a message of hope. It
reminds us that God loves us so much, and that we are made for more than just what we can
see right now. Even when life feels hard, lonely, or confusing, God is still close to us. Mary’s
Assumption reminds us that God’s story ends in life, not loss.

Mary is also a great role model for children. In the Bible, Mary listens to God and says “yes”,
even when she doesn’t know exactly what will happen next. We can be like Mary when we:

try our best with learning, even if it’s tricky
choose kindness in the playground and the classroom
include someone who is left out
say sorry and try again after we make a mistake
pray when we’re worried or thankful

To celebrate the Assumption, our school can do simple things like:
pray a Hail Mary together
add a picture of Mary and some flowers to your prayer space
write a short prayer asking Mary to help us be brave, gentle, and loving
do one kind act for someone who needs a friend

On this feast day, we thank God for Mary and ask her to pray for our school community. May
we learn to say “yes” to God in the small, everyday moments.
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The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary



Sports News

District Track and Field Athletics 2026 

Well done to all our athletes who represented St. Patrick’s
at this year’s District Carnival. Fantastic effort against
talented opposition led to many fantastic results. 

This year, the St. Patrick's girls shone over the two days
resulting in the school again winning the Nell Curren
Trophy for the school achieving the highest points tally in
GIRL events. 

A big thank you to Ms. Gollshewsky, Mr. Plumb and Mr.
Zandona for all their efforts both preparing students with
training and at the carnival.  

Well done St Patrick’s!

Individual Highlights

Team Highlights



Father’s Day Liturgy



Sharing photos and videos of your child online – also known as ‘sharenting’ – can feel like a
great way to share special moments and keep friends and family in the loop, but even
everyday moments can reveal more than you may realise. 

Even an innocent everyday post can unintentionally expose personal details such as your
child’s name, school, location or daily routine. Once something is shared online, it can be
copied, saved and reshared in ways you may never see or control. 

Simple ways to help protect your child’s privacy online: 

⏸ Pause before you post – could this image or caption identify your child or where they are? 
⚙ Check your privacy settings, but remember posts can still be reshared or copied. 
💡 Be mindful of details and avoid sharing school names, locations or routines. 

It’s also worth thinking about how your child is represented online too. 

Every post helps shape their digital identity, often before they’re old enough to have a say. If 
you post in their ‘voice’ or on their behalf, it’s worth asking: would they feel comfortable with
this now, and in a few years’ time?  

Involving them in decisions about what gets shared isn’t just respectful, it can be a great
learning experience to teach consent, boundaries and digital confidence. 

A few simple habits can go a long way. Taking these small steps now not only helps protect
your child – it also supports them to manage their own digital identity as they grow.

A Message from eSafety Australia

Before you click
‘post’, take a
second look 

Learn more

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/SW-4CK1D5jiyrBXrt0sXc5jGd7?domain=esafety.cmail19.com
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/privacy-child?utm_campaign=2606_parent_news_june&utm_id=737ac7b5f34e033f362a52851486d679&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eSafety_edm


What’s happening in Week 6?
Mon

Tue
Tue - Wed
Thur

Fri
Sun

Parish Mass - Year 5 & Year 1
PSDE Sessions - Year 5 & Year 6
Musical Tickets on sale
NAB AFL Auskick & Superkick Centre (3:15 PM - 4:15 PM)
Courtyard Prayer - 5S
Shalom Day
Musical Rehearsal (3:15 PM - 5:00 PM)
Friday Sports
Musical Rehearsals (1:00 PM - 3:30 PM)

Frozen Musical - Tickets on Sale



Out and About



Term 3 Planner: Weeks 6-10

WEEK 6 Week 17th August - 21st August

Monday Parish Mass 9:00 am Year 5 and Year 1

Tuesday-Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8:40 am 5S

Tuesday NAB AFL Auskick & Superkick
Centre

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm St Patrick’s

Friday Interschool Sport 12:30 pm Years 5-6

WEEK 7 Week 24th August - 28th August

Monday Parish Mass 9:00 am Year 2

Tuesday-Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8:40 am 5P

Tuesday NAB AFL Auskick & Superkick
Centre

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm St Patrick’s

WEEK 8 Week 31st August - 4 September

Monday Parish Mass 9:00 am Year 6 and Prep

Tuesday—Wednesday Courtyard Prayer 8:40 am 4K

Thursday Whole School Liturgy 8:40 am Father’s Day Liturgy - Year 3

Wednesday - Thursday Year 5 Camp All Day Year 5

Friday Pupil Free Day

WEEK 9 Week 7th September - 11th September

Monday Parish Mass 9:00 am - 10:00 am Year 3

Tuesday-Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8:40 am 5G

Wednesday -Thursday Musical Performance 5:30 pm Shalom College PAP

WEEK 10 Week 14th September - 18th September

Tuesday-Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8:40am 4B

Wednesday - Friday Year 6 Camp All Day Year 6

Friday All Schools Touch All Day Selected Students

2026 Term Dates

Term 3
Term 4

Monday 13th July - Friday 18th September
Tuesday 6th October - Friday 4th December
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