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Ash Wednesday. If I’m honest, I usually approach the day as one where I somewhat grudgingly choose not to eat meat, spend a
little time thinking of the many things I should improve upon, and then quickly forget all about it and move on with life.
This year was very different. On the Friday just gone, a close friend of mine, Denis Donovan, passed away suddenly from a heart
attack. Although 81, he was alert, active and involved in everything. I came to know Denis when he was Principal of St Joseph’s and
then St Mary’s schools. He was the guy I looked to when I landed myself in strife or simply needed some advice going forward. I
chatted with him each Sunday at Mass and welcomed him at school when he would do the sausage sizzle for Blanket Buddies.
When as a young Principal I wanted to take my young family on a holiday, but was completely broke, he loaned me his caravan for
ten weeks. He just wanted us to have time together, and refused to take any sort of payment. He was just that sort of bloke.
Suddenly after 25 years of constant contact, he was gone. No chance to say good-bye. No opportunity to say thanks for all of his
help and support. No ‘right time’ to tell him how much I admired and looked up to him.
Ash Wednesday should serve to remind us all of our own mortality. Historically we used the words, "Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return," as we placed the ashes on foreheads.
If we knew we had 24 hours to live, I think we’d soon forget about the little stuff. We’d tell those close to us how much we love
them. We’d forgive those for whom we hold a grudge over some perceived slight, and we’d ask forgiveness of those we had hurt
along the way.
Ash Wednesday and the forty days of Lent are an opportunity to put our lives right – especially our relationships. Why not make
this Lent a time to fix the important things – there won’t be a better time.

KEY DATES FOR WEEK 6
• Monday—Junior String Ensemble 7.30am

DANCE NIGHT

• Monday—Morning Parade 8.40am
• Monday - Parish Mass Year 5 9.00am

Thursday 12th March

• Tuesday -Thursday Morning Prayer 8.40am—3C

PICNIC ON THE OVAL

• Thursday– School Musical Rehearsal 3.15pm

5.00-6.00PM

DANCE PERFORMANCES 6.00-7.00PM

• Friday—Sausage Sizzle $2 to classroom teacher
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On Wednesday we marked the start of Lent with a beautiful, respectful Ash Wednesday Liturgy. During the forty days of Lent we
will be journeying together, preparing our hearts and our lives for
the new hope that we are promised at Easter. Lent is a time of
prayer a time for reflecting on the way we live our lives. During this
period we take time to examine our hearts and be willing to make
changes by being better people. It is a time for saying ‘sorry’ and
asking forgiveness.
This year we have set ourselves the ‘Bucks for Bees’ challenge for
Lent. This is a fundraising challenge which, along with the Pancakes for People and Mini Fair proceeds, will go to Project Compassion. All students will be given their Project Compassion boxes next
week to help stock our ‘Bee Hive’ with bees (to the value of their
donations). Students are very excited about being able to help out
children in countries where food and a sustainable income can be a
scarcity. You will be able to see our progress on the library notice
board. We are aiming to be able to provide beekeeping training to
over 500 young people in Malawi to enable them to have the skills
to earn a steady income.

WELCOME DANCE NIGHT
Welcome Dance Night will be held on Thursday 12 th March. Our annual dance night is a wonderful way to welcome new families to the school
and for our students to showcase their dancing talents developed through their Physical Education lessons.

Thursday 12th March

Gates Open—5:00pm Parents are welcome to bring a picnic dinner to enjoy with your family on the oval.
Dance presentation begins 6:00pm – 7:00pm.

The dance presentation will be held on the senior oval. Students will be seated in designated areas and supervised by teachers in their respective year levels during the performances. Students will remain with their classmates in their designated areas for the duration of the performances, with parents sitting in an area behind the children. Folding chairs are recommended for parents. Each student will be involved in
three dances. Our students have worked very hard to learn their dances and are looking forward to this performance to showcase their skills.
To create a great atmosphere we encourage the children to dress in the themes to complement their performances, although
compulsory requirement. Costume themes on the night are as follows:

Prep and Year 1
Theme
‘Pirates’

Years 2 - 4
Theme
‘Denim & White’

this is not a

Years 5 - 6
Theme
‘Hip Hop Dancers’

SPORTS NEWS
BUNDABERG DISTRICT U12 SCHOOL SPORTS TRIALS—2020
St Patrick’s has a responsibility for sending students who we feel display high ability in the chosen sport and a high level of behaviour.
Students wishing to trial must have a consent form issued by the school with authorisation from Mr Plumb, Ms Gollshewsky or Mrs Hammermeister.
Students will not be able participate in the trials without a Bundaberg District Primary Schools nomination form.
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BUNDABERG DISTRICT SPORT TRIALS
TENNIS

TOUCH
BASKETBALL
HOCKEY
RUGBY LEAGUE

Boys & Girls Trials: 12 March; 8:45am – 3:00pm; Rotary Tennis Courts, George Street (entry off Tantitha Street).
Please note these trials are held within school time and no staff member from St Patrick’s will be in attendance.
The manager of the Bundaberg District team will provide supervision on the day if you are unable to be present at the
trials.
Boys & Girls Trials: 6 & 13 March; Bundaberg Touch Fields; 3:45 – 5:30pm.
Boys & Girls: 5 March; Bundaberg Basketball Stadium; 4:00 – 5:30pm.
Boys & Girls: 17 & 24 March; Hinkler Park, North Bundaberg; 4:00 – 5:00pm.
U10, U11 & U12 Boys: 16, 23 & 30 March; Waves Sporting Complex (Thabeban Road); 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm.

BUNDABERG DISTRICT SPORT REPRESENTATIVE
Congratulations Nikita Clarey who has been selected to represent Bundaberg District in the
sport of AFL. Nikita will now take part in the Wide Bay trials to be held in the North Burnett on
31 March – 1 April. We wish Nikita a rewarding and enjoyable carnival.

SPORTS DATE CLAIMERS
Junior Inter-House Obstacle Course
Inter-House Cross Country
Interschool Sport Term 2
Field Athletics
Senior Athletics Day
Junior Athletics Day
Challenge Cup – Yeppoon
District Athletics
Interschool Sport Term 4
Senior Swim Carnival

Prep - Year 2: Junior Oval, St Patrick’s – Thursday, 23 April, 9:00-11:00am
Years 3 – 6: Shalom College – Friday, 24 April, 9:00-11:00am
Years 5 & 6: Fridays, 15 May – 12 June (5 weeks)
St Patrick’s – Monday, 15 June
(Students born 2008, 2009, 2010)
Shalom College – Friday, 19 June (Students born 2008, 2009, 2010 & 2011)
St Patrick’s – Monday, 22 June
(Students born 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015)
15-17 July (selected students from Years 5 & 6 in Rugby League & Netball)
St Luke’s, 13 & 14 August (selected students born 2008, 2009, 2010)
Years 5 & 6: Fridays, 16 October – 13 November (5 weeks)
Years 3-6: Bundaberg Swimming Academy – Thursday, 26 November

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Friday Sausage Sizzle is held each and every Friday for the remainder of
term. Each week we require up two volunteers to assist with the serving
and clean up of the sizzle. If you are able to help out for the following
year levels from approximately 10.45-11.45 on a Friday, please contact the
office.

Week 7
Prep

Week 9
Year 1

AASTAT JUNIOR BACKPACKS/BOOK SATCHELS
On behalf of AASTAT, this is to advise that stock of the Junior Backpack and homework satchels have arrived. If you had any of these
items on backorder, please call into AASTAT for collection.

MENSLAND HATS
On behalf of Mensland, orders for the St Patrick’s School formal hat
are expected to arrive in store from 16th March. We will confirm
the date once their stock has been received.

FINANCE NEWS
Fees were issued 19th February and are due for payment 4th March unless you have a payment plan in place. If you have a regular payment
plan in place this merely serves as a statement for your records. A reminder to please check your junk box if think you haven’t received your
statement as well as take time to review your it and contact Maria Davies in the office if you have any queries.
It is the responsibility of all parents to pay school fees when attending Catholic schools. Your contribution through school fees is essential to
the continued operation of your Catholic school. Any shortfall in assessed fees for the year has to be met from the general school account
which could mean less in our budget to meet our commitments. If you are having difficulty in paying school fees, please contact the finance
secretary to discuss alternative arrangements.
SCHOOL FEE PAYMENT OPTIONS
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Payments can be made at the school by cash, cheque, EFTPOS, Mastercard or Visa Card.
Direct Deposit
If you wish to pay by direct transfer from your bank account to ours, please ensure you use your parent code located at the top right corner of
your statement as a reference. Our bank account details are noted at the bottom of your parent statement.
Recurring Credit Card Billing
If you wish to make regular recurring payments as you would normally from a bank account but prefer to use a Credit Card so as to gain advantages of frequent flyer points etc., it is as simple as completing a form. This form is available on the school website under Fees and Charges
in the Menu tab, titled Direct Debit by Credit Card Form. Otherwise please contact St Patrick’s School Finance Secretary Maria Davies at maria_davies@rok.catholic.edu.au to have the form return e-mailed or call in to the office to have a printed copy provided.
BPay
BPay is the electronic bill payment service offered by Australia’s leading banks and financial institutions providing a convenient, fast and easy
way for debtors to pay their bills anytime/anywhere through the security of your telephone or internet banking. A BPay logo with the school’s
biller id and account reference is on your statement, if you choose to pay this way.
Parent Lounge
Simply login to the Parent Lounge Portal, select Make a Payment tab and follow the prompts to pay by credit card. An amount outstanding is
automatically selected but you can amend this to pay a different amount.
Direct Debit
If you wish to set up direct debit from your account on a periodic basis, please do not hesitate to contact Maria Davies for assistance or simply
download, complete and return the form titled Direct Debit by Bank Account Form available on the school website under Fees and Charges in
the Menu tab.
Centrepay
Login to your Centrelink through the MyGov website to setup periodic payments.
Our CRN is 555 053 656K and use your parent code located at the top right corner of your statement as the reference.
Confirmation of Enrolment Forms
A reminder to immediately complete and return this form if you have not already, as it is used to calculate discounts and is required for audit
purposes. For those who have not returned this completed form, Term 1 fees have been generated without any applicable family discount. Diocesan policy stipulates concessions and documentation must be reviewed and updated annually as financial circumstances may
change and fees and levies will vary.
Student Banking
Student banking will continue each Monday. Click on this link to register your
child https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html for
student banking. The new School Banking theme for 2020 is Treetop Savers.
Commonwealth developed a new range of rewards designed to appeal to all
ages. In response to feedback in the Customer Experience Surveys, they have
made this year's rewards more eco-friendly and sustainable. All rewards are
reusable and packaged using sustainably sourced paper.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Terry Denton's Activity Book – Term 1
Mini Soccer Ball – Term 1
Treetop Stationery Set – Term 2
Treetop Handball – Term 2
Tomato Seed Kit – Term 3
Magic Mist Drink Bottle – Term 3
Emoji Wallet – Term 4
Snakes & Ladders Game – Term 4

TERM ONE PLANNER
WEEK 6

Week 2nd March —6th March

Monday

Morning Parade and Awards

8.40am

Parish Mass

9.00am

Year 5

Tuesday—Thursday

Courtyard Prayer

8.40am

3C

WEEK 7

Week 9th March—13th March

Monday

Morning Parade and Awards

Tuesday—Thursday

Courtyard Prayer

Thursday

Dance Night

WEEK 8

Week 16th March—20th March

Monday

Morning Parade and Awards

8.40am

Tuesday

St Patrick's Day Mass

8.40am

Year 6

Wednesday-Thursday

Courtyard Prayer

9.00am

2H

WEEK 9

Week 23rd March—27th March

Monday

Morning Parade and Awards

8.40am

Tuesday—Thursday

Courtyard Prayer

8.40am

WEEK 10

Week 30th March - 3rd April

Monday

Morning Parade and Awards

8.40am

Tuesday

Palm Sunday

8.40am

Year 4

Wednesday

Last Supper

8.40am

Year 4

Thursday

Good Friday

8.40am

Year 5

Easter Liturgy

9.00am

Year 6 and Prep

10.15AM

Prep to Year 3

11.00am - 12.15pm

Whole School

Friday

Easter Hat Parade
Mini Fair

OUT AND ABOUT

8.40am
8.40am
5.00-7.00pm

3M
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2B

OUT AND ABOUT
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OUT AND ABOUT
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