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This week, Mr McMahon along with Shalom College Captains Molly and Cooper, were excited to hand deliver per-

sonalised enrolment packages, to our senior co-hort. We were one of the first to be invited to complete the enrol-

ment process. St. Patrick’s students are a priority, as Shalom is recognised for many, as a natural continuation of 

our student’s Catholic Education journey. However, applications to attend Shalom, consistently outweigh posi-

tions. During my years working at Shalom, I witnessed some awkward situations, due to families forgetting to enrol 

their children. Please mark the ’save the date’ section to your calendar to avoid disappointment. Even if you have 

an older sibling attending Shalom, the enrolment process 

needs to be completed to secure a position, if this is your 

preference. 

I was impressed (and enormously proud) of some of the 

thought provoking questions that evolved from this session. 

Mr. McMahon prefaced his talk with the fact that Bundaberg 

has many good school options for students. One of our 

young ladies massaged that thought out further, by asking if 

Shalom was different to the other secondary schools, in this 

region. Mr. McMahon is thankfully a quick thinker and swift-

ly responded by asking if she thought St. Patrick’s paralleled 

the other primary schools in this suburb. The year six stu-

dent responded by saying ‘no’. Mr. McMahon agreed with her and explained how our schools are empowered by 

having the freedom to share the ‘Jesus Story’. A story which encompasses many twists and turns. One which intro-

duces us to a strong role model who wasn’t simply ‘nice’ but a character who was resilient and relational during 

the toughest of times. Leesa Jeffcoat, Director of Rockhampton Catholic Education, embellished this idea further 

at Bishop’s Inservice Day when she described our schools (inspired by Pope Francis) as places that bring Jesus, 

his life, message, words and inspiration to the world in real and meaningful ways. Mini Vinnies and our Reef 

Guardians are excellent examples of this and both student groups have been active in our community this week. 

Mr. McMahon, then challenged the students to make the most of this year, and to be a Big Buddy that would be 

remembered years after they graduate from St. Patrick’s.  Each Year 6 student took home sunflower seeds to 

plant and watch evolve into something beautiful. 

This signifies our hopes and dreams for all stu-

dents, that our schools are ones that ‘produce a 

crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 

is sown’ Matthew, 13:22. 

Links and further information for the Year 7, 2024 

application process, can be found in the ‘Date Sav-

er’ section of this newsletter.   

Applications Close Friday 21 April 2023.  

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Catholic-Primary-School-Bundaberg-552393574890558/
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/


APRE NEWS—LENT 2023 

 

 

For forty days, we accompany Jesus on his passionate journey to Calvary and we see the courage he shows, 

despite his suffering. Like Jesus, we try to show kindness to others. Lent is a time of hope as we renew our rela-

tionship with God. During these forty days, it is an opportunity for us to take time to reflect on our lives, say sor-

ry for any wrongdoing and focus on our relationship with God. 

 

Every year during Lent we set the students challenges to help raise money for Project Compassion. Project 

Compassion is Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australi-

ans come together in solidarity with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, marking the start of 

the liturgical season of Lent. Lent is a time of prayer, fast-

ing and almsgiving. This means it is a time where we 

pray, act kindly towards other people, give up things we 

enjoy and give to others, as we prepare to celebrate the 

great feast of Easter. Our liturgy will be held in the Multi 

at 8.45am, led by Year 6. 

On Monday students will receive their small donation boxes to 

take home and find a few coins to put in it during Lent. Our first 

Lent challenge is Bucks for Books. Money we raise as a school 

community will go toward setting up a school library in a Nepalese 

school (See Laxmi’s story). When students bring in their donations 

they will receive some ‘books’ to add to our school total (displayed 

outside the library). 

 

Remember also, Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday ‘Pancakes for Peo-

ple’ Mini Vinnies fundraiser. This will take place before school and 

students can purchase 2 mini pancakes for $1.  

 

Our fundraising efforts for Lent culminate in the last week of 

school with our annual Mini Fair (more details about the Fair will 

be in next week’s newsletter). We look forward to giving Lent 

100% for all future generations. 
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BUNDABERG DISTRICT U12 SCHOOL SPORTS TRIALS 

BDSS Sport Age Group Date Venue Time 

Softball 
Boys & 

Girls 

Born 2011, 
2012 & 2010 

Tuesday 28 February 

Tuesday 7 March 
Bundaberg Softball Grounds  

Netball    

Born 2012 

Exceptional 

2013 players 

Tuesday 7 March 

Thursday 9 March 
Multi—St Luke’s Anglican  3:30—5:00pm 

Girls  

Born 2011 
Tuesday 14 March 

Thursday 16 March 
Multi—St Luke’s Anglican  3:30—5:00pm 

Wide Bay School Sport Age Group Date Venue Time 

Swimming 
Boys & 

Girls 

Born 

2013, 

2012 & 

2011 

Nominations close  

Friday 17 February 

Qld 10-12 Year Championships held 

on 26-28 March 

Chandler Aquatic Centre  

WIDE BAY SCHOOL SPORT TRIALS 

Congratulations MIA ASHMORE and HARRISON 

SORBELLO who have been selected to represent 

the Bundaberg District in Basketball. Well done 

to these students and we wish you both an enjoy-

able and rewarding experience at the upcoming 

Wide Bay selection trials.   

BUNDABERG DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 

A Girls only Pop-Up Cricket Blast event is coming 

to St Patrick’s, inviting our female students to par-

ticipate in a FREE 4-week afterschool Cricket pro-

gram.  This program is only open to St Patrick’s 

students from Prep–Year 6.  It will be held on the 

bottom oval on a Wednesday, starting on 22 Feb-

ruary and concluding on 15 March.  The clinic will 

run from 3:15 – 4:15 pm.  ‘How to register’ de-

tails are outlined below.  Students are permitted 

to change into active sportswear at 3 pm to par-

ticipate. 

 

POP-UP CRICKET BLAST 



SAUSAGE SIZZLE VOLUNTEERS 

YEAR 6 ONLINE SAFETY—QLD POLICE  

Week  Year Level Volunteers Required 

Week 5 Year 5 No Volunteers Required 

Week 6  Year 4 3 Volunteers Required 

Week 7 Year 3 1 Volunteer Required 

Week 8  Year 2 1 Volunteer Required 

Week 9 Year 1 No Volunteers Required 

Seeking Volunteers—Each week we require volunteers to 

assist with the serving and clean up of the sizzle.  If you 

are able to help out for your child’s year level from ap-

proximately 10.45-11.45 on a Friday, please contact the 

office.   

 

 

Thank you, QPS Senior Constable Brittany and Sergeant 

John ! 

Your recent visit to St Patrick’s enabled our Year 6 students 

to participate in discussions on how to have safe and posi-

tive experiences online.  We are extremely grateful for this 

opportunity and the students were fully engaged and even 

surprised and alarmed by some statistics presented. For ex-

ample, the average age of a ‘gamer’ is a 34-year-old male. 
 

We could all learn from the advice given by QPS to our Year 6 

cohort. 

• Explore together — ask your mum, dad, carer or a trusted adult to play new games or apps with you at first. 

• Stay close by — when you use a phone, tablet or computer by yourself, make sure your mum, dad or carer is nearby 

so you can get help if you need it. 

• Bonus tip — don’t use your device alone in your bedroom. 

• Ask before you download, install or buy anything — check with your mum, dad or carer first. 

• Keep your personal information private — don’t give out your address, which school you go to, phone number or pass-

words.  

• Check your privacy settings and talk about what to share — make your online accounts private and talk to your mum, 

dad or carer about the kinds of photos and information it is OK for you to share online. 

• Cyberbullying — if you receive a mean message, or a message that is mean about someone else, try not to respond 

and don’t forward it.  Tell an adult you trust about it. 

• If you see something online you don’t like — show your mum, dad, carer or a trusted adult immediately. 

• If someone you don’t know sends you a message or you receive a message that makes you feel uncomfortable or 

unsafe — tell your mum, dad, carer or an adult you trust straight away.  

• Only ‘friend’ or add people you know in real life — remember that not everyone online is who they say they are, so 

don’t accept friend requests or followers you don’t know. 

• Don’t meet up with online friends — It is best to keep ‘online friends’ online, so if you do chat to other kids in online 

games don’t meet up with them in person. 



DATE CLAIMERS—SHALOM COLLEGE 

Information Evening - Thursday 2 March 2023 7.00pm—8.30pm 

Shalom College Performing Arts Precinct 
 

For prospective parents and students for 2024 enrolments. 

Hear from the College Principal Dan McMahon on the high quality and very affordable education offered at Sha-

lom College.  Register NOW to attend this event – REGISTER HERE (https://enrol.scbgrok.catholic.edu.au/

information-evening)  
 

College Open Day - Wednesday 15 March 2023 9.15am - 11.30am 

Shalom College Performing Arts Precinct 
 

For prospective parents and students for 2024 enrolments. 

The College Principal Dan McMahon will introduce the morning, then you will receive a personalised tour of the 

school from Shalom College’s Year 10 students.  All students will receive a complimentary goodie bag on arri-

val. The morning will conclude with a sausage sizzle for all guests. 

 

Register NOW to attend this event – REGISTER HERE (https://enrol.scbgrok.catholic.edu.au/open-day) 
 

Year 7 2024 Applications Close Friday 21 April 2023 
 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2024 are OPEN!  

For more information on the enrolment process please see link HERE (https://www.shalomcollege.com/

enrolment/enrolment-information/)  

 

All applications receive an interview 

May - June 2023 - Appointments for interviews allocated & interviews commence. 

By 31 July 2023 - Notification sent to advise of acceptance outcome. 

DATE CLAIMER —DANCE NIGHT 

Welcome Dance Night will be held Thursday 16th  March.  Our an-

nual dance night is a wonderful way to welcome new families to the 

school and for our students to showcase their dancing talents they 

have developed through their Physical Education lessons. 

The dance presentation will be held on the senior oval.  Students 

will be seated in designated areas and supervised by teachers in 

their respective year levels during the performances. Students will 

remain with their classmates in their designated areas for the dura-

tion of the performances, with parents sitting in an area behind the 

children.  Folding chairs are recommended for parents.  Each stu-

dent will be involved in three dances.  Our students have worked 

very hard to learn their dances and are looking forward to this per-

formance to showcase their skills. 

Gates Open—4:30pm Parents are wel-

come to bring a picnic dinner to enjoy 

with your family on the oval. 

Dance presentation runs 5:00pm – 

6:00pm. 

Dress in a GREEN theme to celebrate 

St Patrick’s Day. 

https://enrol.scbgrok.catholic.edu.au/information-evening
https://enrol.scbgrok.catholic.edu.au/information-evening
https://enrol.scbgrok.catholic.edu.au/open-day
https://www.shalomcollege.com/enrolment/enrolment-information/
https://www.shalomcollege.com/enrolment/enrolment-information/


CATHOLIC SCHOOLS RACE DAY 

We are seeking  donations 

from any of our families 

that can be put towards 

prizes and raffles for this 

years event.   

If you are able to help, 

please let us know at 

spbof-

fice@rok.catholic.edu.au 

or alternatively call into 

the office. 

The Catholic Schools Race Day Marquee tickets have SOLD OUT!  

However, guests can still attend by purchasing General Admission or Reserved Clubhouse 

Tickets directly from the Bundaberg Race Club, which are available here  

https://localtickets.com.au/event/2023-catholic-schools-race-day-17615   

mailto:spboffice@rok.catholic.edu.au
mailto:spboffice@rok.catholic.edu.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/DioFCxng7EI9oJBQt8PQpv?domain=localtickets.com.au


OUT AND ABOUT 

Sacramental  

Families  

for 2022 

 

Please click on the Facebook 
icon below to join the Parish’s 

private Facebook Group for 
up to-date information posted 

regarding the Sacramental 
program. 

 

 



2023 SPORTING CALENDAR 

Sacramental  

Families  

for 2022 

 

Please click on the Facebook 
icon below to join the Parish’s 

private Facebook Group for 
up to-date information posted 

regarding the Sacramental 
program. 

 

 

WEEK 4 Week 13th February—17th February     

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5P 

Friday  PUPIL FREE DAY  

WEEK 5 Week 20th February—24th February     

Tuesday & Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 3B 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 8.40am Year 6 

Friday  Sausage Sizzle   Year 5 

WEEK 6 Week 27th February—3rd March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 6 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 3C 

Friday  Sausage Sizzle   Year 4 

WEEK 7 Week 6th March—10th March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 5 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 3L 

Friday  Sausage Sizzle 9.00am Year 3 

WEEK 8 Week 13th March—17th March     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 3 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 2C 

Thursday St Patrick's Day Liturgy (Year 6) 9.00am Whole School 

Friday  Sausage Sizzle   Year 2 

WEEK 9 Week 20th March—24th March     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 4 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 2L 

Friday Sausage Sizzle   Year 1 

WEEK 10 Week 27th March - 31st March     

Tuesday Palm Sunday 8.40am 4M & 4K 

Wednesday Last Supper 8.40am 4C 

Thursday Good Friday 8.40am Year 5 

Friday 

Easter Liturgy 9.00am Year 6 & Prep 

Easter Hat Parade 10.15am Prep to Year 3 

Mini Fair 11.00am-12.15pm Whole School 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Obstacle Course P-2 Friday 21 April 9:00-11:00am St Patrick’s Jnr Oval 

Cross Country 3-6 Monday 24 April 9:00-11:00am Shalom College 

District Cross Country Friday 12 May 12:00-2:30pm Avoca State School 

ATHLETICS CARNIVALS  

Athletics—Field Event (born 2011-2014) Monday 19 June 9:00-2:30pm St Patrick’s 

Senior Athletics (born 2011-2014) Wednesday 21 June 9:00-2:30pm Shalom College 

Junior Athletics (born 2015-2018) Friday 23 June 9:00-12:00pm St Patrick’s Snr Oval 

District Athletics 10 & 11 August 9:00-3:00pm St Luke’s Anglican School 

1500m Trials TBA 9:00am St Luke’s Anglican School 

SWIMMING CARNIVALS 

Junior Swimming Carnival Friday 24 November 9:00-11:00am Bundaberg Swim Academy 

Senior Swimming Carnival Friday 24 November 11:00-1:00pm Bundaberg Swim Academy 

TERM ONE PLANNER 


