
PRINCIPAL’S NEWS                                                                                25 July 2025 

This week marks Grandparents Weekend, whilst merging with 
the cusp of Catholic Education Week in our Parish. The theme 
for Catholic Education Week is Faith, Hope and Love.  

I saw this as the perfect marriage. I was Baptised, as a baby at 
St. Mary's  Church, Bundaberg and my own Catholic Educa-
tion journey started at St. Patrick's Primary School, largely 
due to my Grandmother's influence. Her name was Kitty 
(Kathleen) O'Shea. I've mentioned her before. Like so many 
Grandparents, she was integral in planting seeds of these 
three virtues. Whilst having a difficult life herself, she always 
transcended a strong faith in her God, hope for a better fu-
ture and an intense love of her family. Her boys attended 
Christian Brothers and all her grandchildren attended either 
St. Mary's, St. Patrick's and Shalom.  

It seems I have come full circle, along with so many other 
teachers and families at St. Patrick's. I know Kitty would defi-
nitely approve, because she appeared in a recurrent dream, when I was at university in Brisbane studying Educa-
tion. At that point in time, I had started to drift away from my own faith, as many teenagers do. In this dream she 
pleaded with me to return to the Catholic Church.  It was different to other dreams. I would wake looking for her, 
as it seemed so real and repetitive. I did return to my faith and the rest is history.  

Ironically, when attending Mass in Bethlehem many years after, during the Homily, we were asked to share who 
was most instrumental in our own faith journeys. My answer was obvious. Everyone then turned and looked at 
me when we walked out from the sacred cave and saw 'Kitty's' bench seat, which you can see pictured above.  

Two clear signs that her influence was still being felt. My story, I am sure, is not in isolation and I share as a way 
to consolidate the role that our Grandparents and Parents play in our own formation. Jesus used the 'Parable of 
the Sower' to explain how Christians are encouraged to nurture their faith through prayer, scripture and good 
works. Grandparents and the elderly in our lives are often the ones who model this to the next generation, even 
when you think the young are not watching. Galatians 6:9 also highlights the importance of planting seeds of 
hope in the most difficult of situations.  

On the weekend I witnessed some of our students make the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Holy Rosary, being 
celebrated by Father Don and Bishop Michael. Bishop Michael shared at the end of this celebration how he could-
n't imagine a life with out his belief in God. He suggested that in a world where there's always something nega-
tive to draw our focus, a faith in God for him, gives a strong sense of hope and an innate way of looking through a 
symbolic and grateful lens.  

For me, this is the gift I believe we all want from a Catholic Education for our children, religious or not. To pass on 
a belief that we are all on a journey to be savoured. A journey that promises ups and downs, but not without pur-
pose or reason and a belief that we do not go alone.  
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

Last week I thanked Mr. Plumb, Mr. Zandona, Mrs. Medley, Miss Egan and 
Mr. Egan for their efforts in assisting our students to compete in Challenge 
Cup at Yeppoon. Mr. Plumb reported that the team grew in confidence each 
game. With a good number of younger students involved, we look to build 
on this great experience for next year. The Netball Team was very competi-
tive, bringing home once more Challenge Cup Netball Shield. These young 
men and women wore the shamrocks with pride and integri-
ty. Congratulations to the students, teachers and parents involved.  

Thanks to those parents who added topics for conversation last week four 
our Parent Engagement Night. Please register your interest by completing 
this form and add a selection of suggested topics we will publish in an agen-
da closer to the evening. I look forward to seeing some of you there. 

Kim O’Shea-Hard 
Principal 

 

I guess this Catholic Education Week I want to reach out and say THANK YOU to the Parents, Grandparents and 
Great Grandparents that have or will, in some way help us to sow seeds of faith, love and hope. Thank YOU! 
Thank YOU! THANK YOU!  

This Sunday, at the 5:30PM Mass at the Holy Rosary Church, the four Catholic schools will stand in solidarity, to 
celebrate the beginning of Catholic Education Week. We would love to see as many staff, students and families 
as possible there as we have much to celebrate. Thanks for the part you all play! 

https://forms.gle/23CyZz68WCJpaWhbA
https://forms.gle/23CyZz68WCJpaWhbA


RELIGION NEWS 

 

Tracey Cook 

 APRE 

Catholic Education Week 2025 

Next week, we look forward to joyfully 
celebrating Catholic Education Week, a 
special time to reflect on the gift of faith-
based learning in our community. The 
theme this year, "Communities of Faith, 
Hope and Love", reminds us to live out our 
faith through acts of kindness, compas-
sion, and service.  

We warmly invite all families to join us for 
the All Schools Mass on Sunday 27 July at 
5:30pm at Holy Rosary Church. This spe-
cial celebration brings together students, 
staff and families from Catholic schools 
across our region to mark the beginning of 
Catholic Education Week in prayer and 
unity. We would love to see as many of 
our school families there as possible. We 
also extend an invitation to our students 
to join in as part of the choir at the Mass 
(please arrive at Holy Rosary at 4:30pm 
Sunday for a rehearsal). 

As part of our celebrations, our Mini Vin-
nies Team are selling Kindness Cupcakes 
($1 each) - a sweet reminder that small 
acts of kindness can brighten someone’s 
day and build stronger, more loving com-
munities.  

Students can pre-order their cupcakes 
(with payment) on Tuesday July 29, and 
the cupcakes will be delivered to classes 
on Thursday, July 31. 

We are incredibly proud of our amazing 
students, dedicated staff, and supportive 
families who bring our Catholic school 
community to life. Thank you for making 
St Patrick’s a wonderful Catholic school! 
We can’t wait to celebrate this week with 
you all! 



CHALLENGE CUP 2025 

Last week the St. Patrick's netball and rugby league teams participated in the annual Rockhampton Dio-
cese Challenge Cup competition. After months of planning and training the teams competed over 3 days against 
teams from across the region.  

From a competition involving  32 teams, our netball team played 7 games during the pool stage, winning 6 
matches. On the final day they successfully defended the Challenge Shield after winning their finals matches. 
Shield Champions for 2025! Quite a feat.  

The rugby league team played 7 games over the three days facing highly experienced players in the 24-team 
competition. They had wins on Thursday and Friday and showed vast improvement the longer the tournament 
went. 

Congratulations to all the players for their efforts during the Challenge Cup. A huge thank you to Ms. Medley, 
Ms Macey, Mr. Plumb and Mr Zandona for giving up their time to prepare and organise our students so they 
could successfully participate in the carnival. Thanks also to Mrs Zandona and Ms. Bone for all their administra-
tion support over recent months. 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Opting Out: 

If you do not wish for your child to be included in any school photos, please contact the school directly 

by email spboffice@rok.catholic.edu.au,com, so we can record your preference on their enrolment. 

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to another smooth and successful Photo Day! 

School Photo Day is scheduled for Monday 4 August. 
 
Photo Orders: 
Orders can be placed online via www.advancedlife.com.au using the 
unique code: K5C 1GB PD7. 
 
What to Wear: 
All students are asked to come dressed in their full school uniform. 
 
Sibling Photos: 
Sibling photos can be ordered online and must be placed by midnight 
Sunday 3 August.   
Prep and Year 1 will still depart the school for their excursion to see 
the Gruffalo at midday. If Prep and Year 1 families are after a sibling 
photo, they must be taken from 8:00am on the day in the MPS. A re-
minder that only St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School students are to 
be photographed, no other family members. 
 

FLU AND INFLENZA ADVICE 

As you are aware every year Queensland experiences an influenza or flu season. Parents and care-givers are re-
minded not to be complacent about the flu. 
 
Flu is a virus more serious than the common cold and can be spread through talking, coughing and sneezing. 
Symptoms include sudden fever, dry cough, muscle aches and pains, fatigue, headache, sore throat and a stuffy 
or runny nose. There are some basic steps people can take to prevent the spread of flu. If your child has flu-like 
symptoms, the following is advised: 
 
• Keep your child home from school 
• Ensure your child washes their hands regularly with soap and water or sanitiser gel 
• Encourage your children when coughing or sneezing, to cover their mouth and nose with disposable tis-

sues which should be disposed of immediately 
• Ensure they drink plenty of fluids and get lots of rest 
• Consult your doctor if you are concerned about their symptoms 
 
The school requests that anyone displaying flu-like symptoms stay at home until such symptoms have passed. 
Families should also reinforce the recommended protective actions listed above. Increased awareness and on-
going attention to prevention and control measures, such as vaccination and good hygiene, are steps that we 
can all promote to reduce the impact of influenza. 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KkzTCyojJGTYERzwUZ6bVv?domain=advancedlife.com.au


REMINDER: EISTEDDFOD CHOIR AND STRINGS STUDENTS 

As we prepare for the upcoming Eisteddfod, please note the following  important reminders: 
 
Performance Groups: 
Monday, 28 July:       Senior Choir & Junior Choir 
Tuesday, 29 July:      Junior Strings & Senior Strings 
Wednesday, 30 July:  Year 1 Verse Speaking Groups 
Students will travel to the Moncrieff Theatre by bus. 
 
What to Wear: 
• Senior Choir, Junior Strings and Senior Strings students must wear black performance uniform.  This 

can be worn to school on the morning of the performance - please bring uniform to change into. 
• Junior Choir and Year 1 Verse Speaking Groups students must wear their formal school uniform (prep 

students can wear their sports uniform), including black shoes and white fold over socks to perform. 
• Students from Senior Choir who assist the Junior Choir must bring their formal school uniform to 

change into to perform with the Junior Choir. 
• Children without a performance uniform will not perform in the Eisteddfod. 
 
Parents of Junior Choir students will need to be collected from the Civic Centre at 3PM on Monday 28 July. 
 
Rehearsals at school:  
• Monday 28 July 7:30AM: Choir and Junior Strings 
• Tuesday 29 July 7:30AM: Senior Strings 
 
Tickets:  
Parents can purchase tickets from the Moncrieff Theatre on the day to watch the performances. 

FINANCE NEWS 

2026 Schedule Fees - Coming Soon 
 
We would like to inform all parents and carers that the 2026 Schedule of Fees will be emailed out next week. 
Please keep an eye on your inbox to ensure you receive the details promptly.  If you do not see the email by the 
end of next week, we recommend checking your spam or junk folder, or contacting the school office for assistance. 
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BOOK CLUB 

Book club catalogues have been sent 
home with your child this week.  All orders 
need to be made ONLINE via LOOP pay-
ment on the Scholastic website, as no cash 
orders can be accepted.    

Please go to www.scholastic.com.au/
LOOP.  All orders are due by Monday 28th 
July.  As soon as orders are dispatched to 
us, we will then send home with your 
child. 

SPORT  NEWS 

 

Congratulations to Essie M. after winning the Queens-
land Cross Country Championship in her Multi Class 
division. Well Done!  

Attention Touch Football Players 

On the last day of Term 3 (19th September) we may 
have an opportunity to enter a Boy and/or Girl's 
Touch Team into a competition being run by the Bun-
daberg Touch Association. To gauge interest, we will 
hold a training session at 3:20 pm Monday, 28th July, 
on the bottom oval. This is a one-off carnival, so we 
would need to call on students who already play 
Touch Football outside of the school, who are in Year 
4-6. Parent Volunteer Brit Edwards has offered to 
share her expertise, playing representative Touch 
Football most of her life. Whilst we will have a teach-
er attend this carnival, we will be relying on the par-
ents of participants to transport their own children 
to and from the event on the day, so please check the 
date before committing your child/ren for this extra-
curricular activity. This training session will help us 
gauge interest only at this stage.  

QLD School Sport Representative 

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/issue-preview/
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/issue-preview/
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


AFTER SCHOOL SPORT PROGRAM — New starting date: 29 July—19 August 

Both Programs will run on Tuesdays from 3:15pm—
4:15 pm during 29 July 2025 - 19 August 2025. 

Football in the Community Program: Football 
Queensland and the Brisbane Roar  

St Patrick’s is excited to announce that the Football 
Queensland & Brisbane Roar After School Program is 
coming to our school! 

Key program details can be found via scanning the 
QR code. 

All participants must be registered prior to the clinic 
starting, using this link:  

FQ x Roar School Programs - Football Queensland  

For any questions, please contact FQ x Roar team at      
community@footballqueensland.com.au. 

The Girls United Schools Program will also run 
at St Patrick’s at the same time.  

This is exclusively for girls and subsidised to only cost 
$20 for the full 4-week program. 

Similarly, find details at the QR Code and all partici-
pants must be registered prior to the clinic starting 
using this link. 

https://registration.squadi.com/login 

For any questions, please contact the FQ team at 
womenandgirls@footballqueensland.com.au 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_UIMCE8w6MI98BLxcNQF8h7EjPe?domain=footballqueensland.com.au/
mailto:community@footballqueensland.com.au
https://registration.squadi.com/login
mailto:womenandgirls@footballqueensland.com.au
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The Blue Light Disco is back 
again!  
 
This time the theme is bright 
colours! Bring your friends 
along for a fun night of danc-
ing, games and prizes to be 
won. Thanks to Rotary there 
will be a sausage sizzle avail-
able.  
 
See you there!  
 
Hosted by myPolice  
Bundaberg and North  
Burnett  



TERM THREE PLANNER 

WEEK 1  Week 14th July - Friday 18th July     

Monday Start Term 3 2025     

Tuesday - Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday - Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 4F 

Wednesday - Friday Challenge Cup All Day Selected Students 

WEEK 2 Week 21st July - 25th July     

Tuesday - Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday - Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 4K 

WEEK 3 Week 28th July - 1st August     

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 

Monday - Wednesday  Bundaberg Eisteddfod  All Day Strings & Choirs/Yr 1 

Tuesday - Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday - Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 4M 

Thursday NAIDOC Celebrations - Shalom 9.00am-1.00pm Selected Students 

WEEK 4 Week 4th August - 8th August     

Monday School Photo Day   Whole School 

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 3 

Tuesday Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Prep S 

Wednesday Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Prep L 

Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8.40am Prep K 

Thursday - Friday District Athletics - St Luke's All Day Selected Students 

WEEK 5 Week 11th August - 15th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 4 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6H 

Tuesday - Wednesday Prep Vision Screening All Day Prep 

Wednesday Year 2 Excursion - Historical Centre All Day Year 2 

WEEK 6 Week 18th August - 22nd August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Years 5 & 1 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6M 

WEEK 7 Week 25th August - 29th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 2 

Tuesday Patty’s Parent Engagement Night 5:30pm Parents 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 5P 

WEEK 8 Week 1st September - 5th September     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 6 & Prep 

Monday - Wednesday Year 5 Camp - Chaverim Outdoor Educational Centre All Day Year 5 

Tuesday - Wednesday Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 6S 

Thursday Father's Day Liturgy 9:00am Year 3 

Friday PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 9 Week 8th September - 12th September     

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 5G 

Wednesday - Friday Year 6 Camp - Hervey Bay/Campialba All Day Year 6 

WEEK 10 Week 14th September - 19th September     

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 5S 

2025 TERM DATES  

TERM 3 Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September 

TERM 4 Tuesday 7 October - Friday 5 December 


