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‘The Moso Bamboo plant grows in China and far east. After a Moso is planted, no visible growth occurs for up 

to five years-even under ideal conditions! Then, as if by magic, it suddenly begins growing at the height of 

nearly two- and one-half feet per day, reaching full height of ninety feet within six weeks. But it’s not magic. 

The Moso’s rapid growth is due to the miles of roots it develops during those first five years, five years of get-

ting ready.’   

When I was a young teacher, I came across this reflection written by Joel Weldon. I used it at many Parent/

Teacher nights, early in my career and again when navigating my way through parenthood. It strongly parallels 

the teaching and learning process for many. This lesson from nature, reminds us that sometimes growth and 

development are difficult to measure.  

The Moso reminds me especially of one young man’s journey through the education process. I taught this de-

lightful human in his 3rd and 4th year of schooling. When I first assessed this student in his formative years, he 

had very little alphabet and next to no phonological awareness. This made the reading process seem impossi-

ble for him to grasp. Despite his challenges, he hung on every word and never lost his enthusiasm for learning. 

He was a pleasure to teach. However, I was often frustrated that despite the intervention poured into this child 

from home and school, the progress could not be measured and seemed slight. Years later, I noticed his name 

appearing alongside ‘English’ on the Shalom Awards list. This really caught my attention and made me im-

mensely proud, but also curious. Years later we caught up. He had recently graduated from university as an 

engineer, so I acknowledged how he must have experienced great success by the end of his school years. His 

response, ‘I could have done better Miss’. Looking perplexed he smiled and in jest said ‘I only got an OP 2—

should have got an OP 1’. You see it was his work ethic that had developed at a faster rate than his initial suc-

cess, which proved his biggest asset once all the growth began to occur. 

Report cards will be released next week, so I thought the Moso Bamboo tree and this young man’s story, time-

ly. Report cards are wonderful pieces of information to be shared between Teacher and Parent, but don’t al-

ways indicate the growth occurring below the surface. For some the progress will be substantial, but for others, 

the growth is yet to come.  

Today, I had the privilege to go for a quick visit to many diverse countries of interest, thanks to the Year 6 co-

hort. This was the culmination of their Project Based Learning. It was an educational experience, not only for 

the students sharing their newfound knowledge, but for me as a visitor. It was a great example of learning in a 

productive and interesting way. I asked some students what they enjoyed about this term’s project. They 

brought my attention to the skills that were necessary to learn, before encountering the creative and produc-

tive part of the task. The skills they listed were research, mapping, communication, geography, culture, editing, 

spelling, pamphlet writing and formation, generic structure, math, group work, arts, crafts, physical education, 

marketing and so much more. 
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SPORTS NEWS 

Congratulations to Christian R on being se-

lected to represent Wide Bay in the U10-U11 

Rugby League team and Taylor M and So-

phie W  for their selection in the Wide Bay 

U10-U11 Netball team. 
 

We wish Christian, Taylor and Sophie a re-

warding time as they go away to compete at 

their respective State Championships over 

the upcoming school holidays. 

Our U11 Rugby League team capped off a great year 

with a win in last week’s A division grand final.  The 

team defeated North Bundaberg State School 32 -12. 

The team remained undefeated for the season and 

were great ambassadors for our school with their be-

havior and effort.  

 

Thanks to Mr Plumb and Mr Zandona for their assis-

tance throughout the season. Thanks also to the many 

supporters who watched the game at Salters Oval mak-

ing the night a special one for the players.  

U11 INTERSCHOOL SPORT RUGBY LEAGUE GRAND FINAL 

WIDE BAY CROSS COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

It was amazing to see such enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and engaged students who all appeared to be experi-

encing their own level of success. This is such an important part of all we do. The enthusiasm of our youth is so 

important to be harnessed and celebrated. These 21st century skills and successes will hopefully be remem-

bered and consolidated far beyond their schooling years. 

Have a safe holiday when it arrives, and we look forward to doing it all again next term.  

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS CONT’D 

Kim O’Shea-Hard 



SPORTS NEWS—ATHLETICS CARNIVALS 2023 

Program details for this year’s Athletics Carnivals are detailed below. 

 

1. FIELD EVENTS DAY – Monday 19 June (Students Born 2011, 2012 & 2013)  St Patrick’s Catholic School 

9:00 am Normal Classroom Routine 

 Rotation 10yrs – Born 2013 11yrs – Born 2012 12yrs – Born 2011 

10:00am 1 Long Jump Shot Put Ball Games & Relay Practice 

11:15am Lunch 

11:40am 2 Ball Games & Relay Practice Long Jump Shot Put 

1:00pm Afternoon Tea 

1:15pm 3 Shot Put Ball Games & Relay Practice Long Jump 

2:30pm Normal Classroom Routine 

All students compete in field rotations and 100m Heats.  200m is a nomination event only and students nominate 

on the day.  Year 4 students born in 2014 do not compete on Field Events Day and it is a normal school day for 

these students.   

Tuckshop is available for LUNCH only and is NOT available for Afternoon Tea. Snacks are permitted to be eaten be-

tween events.   

2. SENIOR ATHLETICS DAY – Wednesday 21 June (Students Born 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014) Shalom  

 

Students born 2014 do not compete in 200m & 800m events. 

No tuckshop facilities are available for participating students at Shalom on this day. 

8:30am Bus Departure to Shalom College 

9:00am 200m Finals Students Born 2011, 2012 & 2013 

9:45am Ball Games Students Born 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 

11:00am Lunch 

11:15am 
80 & 100m Semi Fi-

nals & Finals 
Students Born 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 

12:30pm Relays Students Born 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 

1:30pm 
800m Finals Students Born 2011, 2012 & 2013 

Year 3 Students return to school 

2:30pm Bus Departure to St Patrick's 

3. JUNIOR ATHLETICS DAY - Friday 23 June (Students Born 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018) St Patrick’s Oval 
 

House Captains need to be at St Patrick’s at 8:00am to assist with the setting up of equipment. 

Tuckshop for Junior Athletics Day will be pre-orders only and from a limited menu.  All order need to be made via the 

Qkr app only. Menu included in this newsletter for further information. 

9:00am 50m, 60m & 80m Finals 

9:45am Ball Games & Tabloids 

11:00am Lunch 

11:30am Relays 

12:15pm 
Whole School Presentations in the Multi St Patrick’s 

(Age Champion will be awarded in the 2011, 2012 & 2013 age groups) 

12:30pm Normal School Routine 

 

UNIFORM FOR CARNIVAL DAYS 

Black shorts (no other colours or a team’s insignia); house coloured shirt (polo shirt is preferred for sun pro-

tection); school sports cap or school formal hat to be worn; alternate sports shoes may be worn on the day, 

no spiked footwear is permitted; sunscreen to be applied before arrival at school. Coloured zinc and hair 

spray are not permitted.   



TUCKSHOP MENU—JUNIOR ATHLETICS DAY 

TUCKSHOP REMINDERS 

Field Events Day   Monday 19 June  Tuckshop LUNCH ONLY and no Afternoon Tea 

Senior Athletics Day Wednesday 21 June NO TUCKSHOP FOR 2011,2012, 2013 & 2014 students  

Junior Athletics Day Friday 23 June  Limited menu and pre-order system via Qkr app only.   

        Refer below menu. 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY— 17 JULY 2023 



TERM THREE PLANNER 

WEEK 1  Week 10th July - Friday 14th July     

Monday Start Term 3 2022     

Tuesday - Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday—Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 3L 

Wednesday - Friday Challenge Cup All Day   

WEEK 2 Week 17th July - 21st July     

Monday School Photo Day     

Tuesday—Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday—Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 3B 

WEEK 3 Week 24th July - 28th July      

  CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 

Monday - Wednesday  Bundaberg Eisteddfod  All Day Strings & Choirs 

Tuesday - Thursday  Tuesday to Thursday—Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 3C 

WEEK 4 Week 31st July - 4th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 3 

Tuesday Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Prep S 

Wednesday Courtyard Prayer 8:40am Prep L 

Thursday Courtyard Prayer 8.40am Prep W 

WEEK 5 Week 7th August - 11th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 4 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5P 

WEEK 6 Week 14th August - 18th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Years 5 & 1 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6L 

WEEK 7 Week 21st August - 25th August     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 2 

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 5T 

WEEK 8 Week 28th August - 1st September     

Monday Parish Mass 9:00am Year 6 & Prep 

Monday - Wednesday Year 5 Camp - Chaverim All Day Year 5 

Tuesday - Wednesday Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 6S 

Thursday Father's Day Liturgy 9:00am Year 3 

Friday PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 9 Week 4th September - 8th September     

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 6M 

WEEK 10 Week 11th September - 15th September     

Tuesday - Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 5G 

Wednesday - Friday Year 6 Camp - Hervey Bay All Day Year 6 

    

2023 TERM DATES  

TERM 1 Monday 23 January - Friday 31 March 

TERM 2 Monday 17 April - Friday 23 June 

TERM 3 
Monday 10 July - Friday 15 September 

PUPIL FREE DAY - Friday 1st September 

TERM 4 Tuesday 3 October - Friday 1 December 

    

2023 SPORTS DATE CLAIMERS 

TERM 3 District Athletics Carnival 10-11 August St Luke's 

TERM 4 Years 3-6 Senior Swimming Carnival  24-Nov BSA 



Sacramental  

Families  

for 2022 

 

Please click on the Facebook 
icon below to join the Parish’s 

private Facebook Group for 
up to-date information posted 

regarding the Sacramental 
program. 
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